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At a time of corporate downsizing and bone-crushing international competition, how can executives
reconcile their individual personalities and human needs with the equally compelling needs of the hard-
driving organization? It is an existential dilemma, say Joe and Louise Kelly, and one with critical
implications, not only for executives but for their organizations as well. The Kellys, by no means blithe
theorists, take a hard look at this hard-edged problem by positing a three-pronged model for analysis based
upon structure, process, and values. They synthesize these elements under an overarching concept of
existentialism, in which the emphasis is on a search for meaning. And with that, they provide a clear-headed
look at organizational behavior?its contributions to our understanding of how organizations work but, also its
failures and, indeed, its frequent self-deceptions. A well-written, vigorous, far-ranging examination, not only
for executives who need the kind of help the Kellys offer in their daily combats on the job, but also for their
colleagues in the academic community who have their own organizational problems to deal with.

The Kellys make clear that their book reflects a movement away from the academic-purist position, where
the sole concern is with theoretically significant research, to a position which recognizes that organizational
behavior is a crossroads subject where traffic [that comes] mainly from behavioral science, computer
technology, and economics coalesces with the ideas streaming out of organizational practice. Aimed at
professional managers and students, both undergraduates as well as those on the M.B.A. level, this book
assumes little prior knowledge of behavioral science or organizational theory. Readers will get what they
need of those subjects here, enough to follow Kelly's argument. They will see how behavioral and
organizational research has helped (but sometimes hindered) executives as they attempt to deal with critical
happenings in their jobs. With case study material woven into the text and with observations from his own
experiences with business as well as academic organizations, the Kellys' book is a readable, engrossing
argument for and against the orthodoxies of organizational behavior studies?and the assurance that whatever
else it may or not be, organizational behavior is certainly not static.
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From reader reviews:

Marlene Childs:

With other case, little individuals like to read book An Existential-Systems Approach to Managing
Organizations. You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. Providing we know about how is
important a book An Existential-Systems Approach to Managing Organizations. You can add information
and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can realize
everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple factor until
wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or searching by internet system. It
is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's go through.

Gina Keller:

This An Existential-Systems Approach to Managing Organizations book is not really ordinary book, you
have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is definitely
information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper you actually
read a lot of information you will get. This An Existential-Systems Approach to Managing Organizations
without we understand teach the one who reading it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't end
up being worry An Existential-Systems Approach to Managing Organizations can bring any time you are and
not make your tote space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even
phone. This An Existential-Systems Approach to Managing Organizations having fine arrangement in word
along with layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Theodore Parish:

You could spend your free time to study this book this reserve. This An Existential-Systems Approach to
Managing Organizations is simple to bring you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train and also
soon. If you did not have got much space to bring the printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make
you easier to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Jeanie Hynes:

A lot of reserve has printed but it is unique. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can
choose the most effective book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is
named of book An Existential-Systems Approach to Managing Organizations. You can add your knowledge
by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make you actually happier to
read. It is most critical that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from one place to other
place.
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