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Why is the word madre, "mother," so complicated in Spanish?especially in Mexico?

Leaping off the page with energy, insight, and attitude, Liza Bakewell's exploration of language is anything
but "just semantics." Why does me vale madre mean worthless, while !qué padre! means fabulous, she asks?
And why do one hundred madres disappear when one padre enters the room, converting the group from
madres to padres? Thus begins a journey through Mexican culture in all its color: weddings, dinner parties,
an artist's studio, heart-stopping taxi rides, angry journalists, corrupt politicians, Blessed Virgins, and
mothers both sacred and profane.

Along the way, a reader discovers not only an invaluable lexicon of Mexican slang (to be used with caution
or not at all) but also thought-provoking reflections on the evolution of language; its winding path through
culture, religion, and politics; and, not least, what it means?and what it threatens?to be a creative female, a
madre.
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From reader reviews:

Jeraldine Thurman:

The book Madre: Perilous Journeys with a Spanish Noun gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare
time. You need to use to make your capable far more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you
getting tension or having big problem with the subject. If you can make examining a book Madre: Perilous
Journeys with a Spanish Noun being your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your own
personal capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if
you like open and read a e-book Madre: Perilous Journeys with a Spanish Noun. Kinds of book are a lot of. It
means that, science guide or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this book?

Peter Chatman:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. To be
sure that book is very important normally. The book Madre: Perilous Journeys with a Spanish Noun seemed
to be making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more information. It is very
advantages for you. The e-book Madre: Perilous Journeys with a Spanish Noun is not only giving you a lot
more new information but also to become your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your personal
spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship while using book Madre: Perilous Journeys
with a Spanish Noun. You never experience lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Wayne McKnight:

Now a day people that Living in the era wherever everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not need people to be aware of each information they get. How many people
to be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Reading
a book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Madre: Perilous
Journeys with a Spanish Noun book because this book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course
the information in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Deanna Thompson:

On this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are more
treasured than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you
need to do is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of
several books in the top checklist in your reading list will be Madre: Perilous Journeys with a Spanish Noun.
This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in turning out to be precious
person. By looking upwards and review this e-book you can get many advantages.
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