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Despite the frequent appearances of Osama Bin Laden and Ayman al-Zawahiri on television screens
worldwide, Al Qaeda remains an elusive entity. As the world has grown increasingly familiar with the
spectacle of Islamist terrorism, Al Qaeda’s essential worldview has remained bewilderingly opaque. To
reveal its inner workings, Gilles Kepel and his collaborators, all scholars of Arabic and Islam, have collected
and brilliantly annotated key texts of the major figures from whom the movement has drawn its beliefs and
direction. The resulting volume offers an unprecedented glimpse into the assumptions of the salafist jihadists
who have reshaped political life at the beginning of the third millennium.

Excerpts from the work of Azzabdallah Azzam, Ayman al-Zawahiri, Osama Bin Laden, and Abu Musab al-
Zarqawi—drawn from speeches, internet postings, and published writings—tell the story of Al Qaeda’s
evolution, from its origins in the Afghan war through the war in Iraq. These texts reveal the rational,
discursive mode used to persuade and to justify violent armed struggle in a universe defined by militant
Islam. Substantial interpretive introductions to each leader’s work and extensive critical commentary provide
unparalleled access to the intellectual and doctrinal context of Al Qaeda in which these radical ideas have
taken shape.

By viewing Al Qaeda from within, this indispensable volume reveals the terrorist network’s insidious role in
the global web culture of today and the full dimensions of its frightening threat to world stability and
security.
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From reader reviews:

Casey Larsen:

Al Qaeda in Its Own Words can be one of your nice books that are good idea. We recommend that straight
away because this book has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort to get every
word into delight arrangement in writing Al Qaeda in Its Own Words yet doesn't forget the main place,
giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource details that maybe you can be certainly one of it.
This great information can certainly drawn you into fresh stage of crucial thinking.

Carmen Annunziata:

Is it anyone who having spare time then spend it whole day through watching television programs or just
lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Al Qaeda in Its Own Words can be the response,
oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your time by reading in this
brand-new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these books have than the others?

William Pare:

You may get this Al Qaeda in Its Own Words by visit the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it
might to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various.
Not only by written or printed but can you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era such as
now, you just looking from your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your
ways to get more information about your book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your
knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.

Thomas White:

Publication is one of source of expertise. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but native
or citizen require book to know the change information of year to help year. As we know those textbooks
have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world. From the
book Al Qaeda in Its Own Words we can take more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people?
To be creative person must love to read a book. Simply choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't
possibly be doubt to change your life at this time book Al Qaeda in Its Own Words. You can more attractive
than now.
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