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Northern Arcadia is a comparative study of the accounts of foreign visitors to the Nordic lands during the
late eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries.

Before the late eighteenth century, few foreigners ventured as far as Scandinavia. The region seemed a cold
hyperborean wilderness and a voyage there a daring adventure. From the mid-1760s on, however, foreigners
arrived in the Nordic lands in increasing numbers, leaving numerous accounts that became increasingly
popular, satisfying a growing curiosity about regions beyond the traditional grand tour.

The pre-Romantic mood of the period—with its predilection for untamed nature and for peoples uncorrupted
by overrefined civilization—further stimulated fascination with the North. European titerati discovered the
Nordic sagas, finding them exhilarating, passionate, imaginative, and original. The French Revolution and
the ensuing European wars effectively closed off much of the Continent to foreign travel, turning attention to
the still neutral northern kingdoms.

Travel literature about Scandinavia thus illuminates the shift in the European intellectual climate from the
enlightened rationalism and utilitarianism of the earlier travelers in this period to the pre-Romantic
sensibility of those who followed them. In a Europe torn by war and revolution, sensitive souls could find
their new Arcadia in the North—at least until the Scandinavian kingdoms themselves became engulfed by
the Napoleonic wars after 1805.

The first scholar to examine as a whole the travel literature dealing with Denmark, Schleswig-Holstein,
Norway, Sweden, Finland, Iceland, and the Færø Islands, H. Arnold Barton discusses accounts left by both
the celebrated and the obscure. Well-known travelers include Vittorio Alfieri, Francisco de Miranda, Mary
Wollstonecraft, Thomas Malthus, and Aaron Burr. Literary travelers of the day included Nathanael Wraxall,
William Coxe, Charles Gottlob Küttner, Edward Daniel Clarke, and John Carr.

Northern Arcadia brings out contrasts: among the various Nordic lands and regions; among the reactions of
travelers of differing nationality; between the earlier as opposed to the later travelers of the time; between
native Scandinavian and foreign perceptions of the North; between conditions in Scandinavia and those in
other parts of the Western world; between then and now. It incorporates continuity and change, reality and
mentality.
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From reader reviews:

Aimee Simmons:

This book untitled Northern Arcadia: Foreign Travelers in Scandinavia, 1765 - 1815 to be one of several
books this best seller in this year, that is because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit in it.
You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book store or you can order it via online. The publisher of this
book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, since you can read this book in your
Cell phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this e-book from your list.

Terrance Oneal:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try matter that really opposite
from that. One activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are
ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Northern Arcadia: Foreign Travelers in Scandinavia,
1765 - 1815, you are able to enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind
of hang-out type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout people. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its
referred to as reading friends.

Nora Mickey:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you may
have it in e-book means, more simple and reachable. This Northern Arcadia: Foreign Travelers in
Scandinavia, 1765 - 1815 can give you a lot of good friends because by you considering this one book you
have issue that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of
a step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't learn, by
knowing more than other make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let me have Northern Arcadia:
Foreign Travelers in Scandinavia, 1765 - 1815.

Charles Smith:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This specific book Northern Arcadia: Foreign Travelers in
Scandinavia, 1765 - 1815 was bright colored and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book
Northern Arcadia: Foreign Travelers in Scandinavia, 1765 - 1815 has many kinds or variety. Start from kids
until teenagers. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and think you are the character on
there. Therefore not at all of book are make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and loosen up.
Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading in which.
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