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Heralded by Soviet propaganda as the “Path to the Future,” the Baikal-Amur Mainline Railway (BAM)
represented the hopes and dreams of Brezhnev and the Communist Party elite of the late Soviet era. Begun in
1974, and spanning approximately 2,000 miles after twenty-nine years of halting construction, the BAM
project was intended to showcase the national unity, determination, skill, technology, and industrial might
that Soviet socialism claimed to embody. More pragmatically, the Soviet |eadership envisioned the BAM
railway as atrade route to the Pacific, where markets for Soviet timber and petroleum would open up, and as
an engine for the development of Siberia.

Despite these aspirations and the massive commitment of economic resources on its behalf, BAM proved to
be a boondoggle-a symbol of late communism's dysfunctionality-and a cruel joke to many ordinary Soviet
citizens. In reality, BAM was woefully bereft of quality materials and construction, and victimized by poor
planning and an inferior workforce. Today, the railway isfully complete, but remains a symbol of the
profligate spending and inefficiency that characterized the Brezhnev years.

In Brezhnev's Folly, Christopher J. Ward provides a groundbreaking social history of the BAM railway
project. He examines the recruitment of hundreds of thousands of workers from the diverse republics of the
USSR and other socialist countries, and his extensive archival research and interviews with numerous project
workers provide an inside look at the daily life of the BAM workforce. We see firsthand the disorganization,
empty promises, dire living and working conditions, environmental damage, and acts of crime, segregation,
and discrimination that constituted daily life during the project's construction. Thus, perhaps, we also see the
final irony of BAM: that the most lasting legacy of this misguided effort to build Soviet socialism is to shed
historical light on the profound ills afflicting a society in terminal decline.
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From reader reviews:
Florence Wiggins:

With other case, little men and women like to read book Brezhnev's Folly: The Building of BAM and Late
Soviet Socialism (Pitt Russian East European). Y ou can choose the best book if you like reading a book.
Provided that we know about how isimportant any book Brezhnev's Folly: The Building of BAM and Late
Soviet Socialism (Pitt Russian East European). Y ou can add knowledge and of course you can around the
world by abook. Absolutely right, because from book you can learn everything! From your country until
finally foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you could know that.
In this era, we are able to open abook or even searching by internet system. It is called e-book. Y ou can
utilize it when you feel fed up to go to thelibrary. Let'slearn.

Fern Rodriquez:

The guide untitled Brezhnev's Folly: The Building of BAM and Late Soviet Socialism (Pitt Russian East
European) is the book that recommended to you to see. Y ou can see the quality of the e-book content that
will be shown to you. The language that article author use to explained their way of doing something is
easily to understand. The author was did a lot of study when write the book, and so the information that they
share to your account is absolutely accurate. Y ou also could possibly get the e-book of Brezhnev's Folly: The
Building of BAM and Late Soviet Socialism (Pitt Russian East European) from the publisher to make you a
lot more enjoy free time.

Dollie SSimmons;

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This particular book Brezhnev's Folly: The Building of BAM and
Late Soviet Socialism (Pitt Russian East European) was colourful and of course has pictures on the website.
Aswe know that book Brezhnev's Folly: The Building of BAM and Late Soviet Socialism (Pitt Russian East
European) has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Private eye
Conan you can read and think that you are the character on there. So, not at all of book are generally make
you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try
to like reading which.

Jay Klein:

As astudent exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library in order
to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's internal or
real their pastime. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to at thistime
there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring along
with can't see colorful images on there. Yeah, it isfor being complicated. Book is very important for
yourself. Aswe know that on this period, many waysto get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word
says, many ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this Brezhnev's Folly: The Building of BAM and Late



Soviet Socialism (Pitt Russian East European) can make you feel more interested to read.
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