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Maimonides was not the first rabbinic scholar to take an interest in philosophy, but he was unique in being a
towering figure in both areas. His law code, the Mishneh torah, stands with Rashi's commentary on the
Babylonian Talmud as one of the two most intensely studied works of medieval rabbinic scholarship, while
his Guide for the Perplexed is the most influential and widely read Jewish philosophical work ever written.
Admirers and critics have arrived at wildly divergent perceptions of the man. We have Maimonides the
atheist or agnostic, Maimonides the skeptic, Maimonides the deist, Maimonides the Aristotelian, the
Averroist, or proto-Kantian. We have a Maimonides seduced by the blandishments of 'accursed philosophy;'
a Maimonides who sowed the seeds that led to Spanish Jews' loss of faith and mass apostasy and who was
therefore responsible for the demise of Spanish Jewry; a Maimonides who incorporated philosophical
elements into his rabbinic works and wrote the Guide for the Perplexed, not to propagate doctrines to which
he was personally committed, but in order to rescue errant souls seduced by philosophy; a Maimonides who
was the defender of the faith and defined the articles of Jewish belief for all time. In his own estimation,
Maimonides was neither exclusively a dedicated philosopher nor exclusively a devoted rabbinist: he saw
philosophy and the Written and Oral Torahs as a single, harmonious domain, and he believed that this view
was similarly fundamental to the lives of the prophets and rabbis of old. In this book, Herbert Davidson
examines Maimonides' efforts to reconstitute this all-embracing, rationalist worldview that he felt had been
lost during the millennium-long exile. *** "Davidson contributes much to the understanding of Maimonides
. . . recommended for all students of Maimonides and religious thought." - Stephen D. Benin, Religious
Studies Review, Vol. 38, No. 2, June 2012 [Subject: Jewish Studies, History, Medieval Studies, Philosophy,
Religious Studies]
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From reader reviews:

Ellen Kelsey:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. We all know
that that book is very important normally. The book Maimonides the Rationalist (Littman Library of Jewish
Civilization) had been making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more
information. It is very advantages for you. The publication Maimonides the Rationalist (Littman Library of
Jewish Civilization) is not only giving you a lot more new information but also to become your friend when
you sense bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship using
the book Maimonides the Rationalist (Littman Library of Jewish Civilization). You never really feel lose out
for everything in case you read some books.

James Chapman:

The reason? Because this Maimonides the Rationalist (Littman Library of Jewish Civilization) is an
unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap that but latter it will shock you with the
secret it inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who all write the book in such amazing
way makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning
entirely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This unique
book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book possess such as help improving your ability and your
critical thinking means. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the e-book
store hurriedly.

Jeremy Jones:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try point that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Maimonides the Rationalist
(Littman Library of Jewish Civilization), you can enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still would
like to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't
understand it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Andrew Jefferson:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got college students? We believe that that
concern was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby.
Therefore you know that little person such as reading or as reading become their hobby. You should know
that reading is very important and also book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to incorporate you
knowledge, except your teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update in relation to something by
book. Many kinds of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is niagra Maimonides the
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