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No video game genre has been more popular or more lucrative in recent years than the “military shooter.”
Franchises such as Call of Duty, Battlefield, and those bearing Tom Clancy’s name turn over billions of
dollars annually by promising to immerse players in historic and near-future battles, converting the reality of
contemporary conflicts into playable, experiences. In the aftermath of 9/11, these games transformed a
national crisis into fantastic and profitable adventures, where seemingly powerless spectators became
solutions to these virtual Wars on Terror.           
 
Playing War provides a cultural framework for understanding the popularity of military-themed video games
and their significance in the ongoing War on Terror. Matthew Payneexamines post-9/11 shooter-style game
design as well as gaming strategies to expose how these practices perpetuate and challenge reigning political
beliefs about America’s military prowess and combat policies. Far from offering simplistic escapist
pleasures, these post-9/11 shooters draw on a range of nationalist mythologies, positioning the player as the
virtual hero at every level. Through close readings of key games, analyses of marketing materials, and
participant observations of the war gaming community, Playing War examines an industry mobilizing
anxieties about terrorism and invasion to craft immersive titles that transform international strife into
interactive fun.
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From reader reviews:

Brandy Greenawalt:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. We
all know that that book is very important for all of us. The book Playing War: Military Video Games After
9/11 was making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more information. It is very
advantages for you. The publication Playing War: Military Video Games After 9/11 is not only giving you
far more new information but also to become your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your
own personal spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship with the book Playing War: Military
Video Games After 9/11. You never feel lose out for everything when you read some books.

Jeremy Smith:

This Playing War: Military Video Games After 9/11 book is not ordinary book, you have after that it the
world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is actually information inside this
publication incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of information
you will get. That Playing War: Military Video Games After 9/11 without we realize teach the one who
studying it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't always be worry Playing War: Military Video
Games After 9/11 can bring once you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' come to be full
because you can have it within your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This Playing War: Military Video
Games After 9/11 having great arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not feel uninterested in
reading.

Arnold Browning:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, small story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not seeking Playing War: Military Video
Games After 9/11 that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book.
Reading routine all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world better then how they
react to the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading practice only for the geeky particular person but
for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for all of you who want to start looking at as
your good habit, you can pick Playing War: Military Video Games After 9/11 become your current starter.

Kenneth Armstrong:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside using friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by studying a book. Ugh, ya
think reading a book can really hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It ok you can have the
e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Playing War: Military Video Games After
9/11 which is obtaining the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's view.
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