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The persistence and brutality of contemporary civil wars have left many analysts puzzled. Traditional
interpretations describe civil wars as simple confrontations between two sides, as explosions of mindless
violence, or as disrupting apparently benevolent devel opment processes within countries. These approaches
do not fully take into account the rational economic calculations that drive many civil conflictsin the |ate
twentieth century. This paper argues that, to understand violence in civil wars, we need to understand the
economic dimensions underpinning it.

Economic activities arising from war fall into seven categories:. pillage; extorting protection money;
controlling or monopolising trade; exploiting labour; gaining access to land, water and mineral resources;
stealing aid supplies; and advantages for the military. If these short-term benefits suggest that there is more
to civil wars than simply winning, so too does the prevalence and persistence of behaviour that is, in military
terms, counter-productive. This can take two forms: cooperating with the ‘enemy’; and mounting attacks that
increase, rather than reduce, political and military opposition.

This paper describes two forms of economic violence: ‘top-down’, which isincited by political leaders and
entrepreneurs; and ‘ bottom-up’, where violence is actively embraced by ‘ordinary’ people, either civilians or
low-ranking soldiers.

Seven conditions can encourage top-down economic violence: aweak state; rebel movements that lack
strong external finance or support; an undemocratic or ‘exclusive’ regime under threat; economic crisis;
ethnic divisions that cut across class lines; the existence of valuable commodities; and prolonged conflict.

Three conditions are particularly conducive to bottom-up violence: deep social and economic exclusion; the
absence of a strong revolutionary organisation; and impunity for violent acts.

To achieve more lasting solutions to civil conflicts, it needs to be acknowledged that violence can present
economic opportunities. This paper concludes that outside intervention must take into account the political
and economic interests of the violent. Intervention must provide realistic economic aternatives to violence,
and must handle democratic transitions and the introduction of free markets with sensitivity. Thisislikely to
mean strengthening and improving the institutions of the state, such as schools, social-security systems and
establishing a more accountabl e police force and Army.
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From reader reviews:
Loyd Tyler:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them family or their
friend. Were you aware? Many alot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or maybe playing
video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity that's look different you can read any book.
Itisreally fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent the entire day to reading a
publication. The book The Economic Functions of Violence in Civil Wars (Adelphi series) it is quite good to
read. There are alot of those who recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. If
you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy the particular e-book. Y ou can mQOore easily
to read this book from a smart phone. The priceis not too costly but this book features high quality.

Michelle Mills:

Reading a book to be new life style in this season; every people loves to examine a book. When you study a
book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, because
book has alot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that
you have read. If you would like get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if
you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, in addition to soon.
The The Economic Functions of Violence in Civil Wars (Adelphi series) provide you with new experiencein
studying a book.

Nelson M cNamee:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside with friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV the entire day. Y ou can have new activity to spend your whole day by examining a book. Ugh,
you think reading a book can really hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It ok you can have
the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like The Economic Functions of
Violence in Civil Wars (Adelphi series) which is getting the e-book version. So, try out this book? Let's see.

Maxine Whitley:

Asauniversity student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library
aswell asto make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's spirit
or real their leisure activity. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
at thistime there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring
along with can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it isto get complicated. Book is very important for
yourself. Aswe know that on this era, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways
to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this The Economic Functions of Violence in Civil Wars (Adelphi
series) can make you experience more interested to read.
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