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Uncle Tom's Cabin; or, Life Among the Lowly,is an anti-slavery novel by American author Harriet Beecher
Stowe. Published in 1852, the novel "helped lay the groundwork for the Civil War", according to Will
Kaufman.Uncle Tom's Cabin was the best-selling novel of the 19th century and the second best-selling book
of that century, following the Bible. It is credited with helping fuel the abolitionist cause in the 1850s. In the
first year after it was published, 300,000 copies of the book were sold in the United States; one million
copies in Great Britain.In 1855, three years after it was published, it was called "the most popular novel of
our day."The impact attributed to the book is great, reinforced by a story that when Abraham Lincoln met
Stowe at the start of the Civil War, Lincoln declared, "So this is the little lady who started this great
war."The quote is apocryphal; it did not appear in print until 1896, and it has been argued that "The long-
term durability of Lincoln's greeting as an anecdote in literary studies and Stowe scholarship can perhaps be
explained in part by the desire among many contemporary intellectuals ... to affirm the role of literature as an
agent of social change." The book and the plays it inspired helped popularize a number of stereotypes about
black people. These include the affectionate, dark-skinned "mammy"; the "pickaninny" stereotype of black
children; and the "Uncle Tom", or dutiful, long-suffering servant faithful to his white master or mistress. In
recent years, the negative associations with Uncle Tom's Cabin have, to an extent, overshadowed the
historical impact of the book as a "vital antislavery tool." The book opens with a Kentucky farmer named
Arthur Shelby facing the loss of his farm because of debts. Even though he and his wife Emily Shelby
believe that they have a benevolent relationship with their slaves, Shelby decides to raise the needed funds
by selling two of them—Uncle Tom, a middle-aged man with a wife and children, and Harry, the son of
Emily Shelby's maid Eliza—to a slave trader. Emily Shelby is averse to this idea because she had promised
her maid that her child would never be sold; Emily's son, George Shelby, hates to see Tom go because he
sees the man as his friend and mentor. When Eliza overhears Mr. and Mrs. Shelby discussing plans to sell
Tom and Harry, Eliza determines to run away with her son. The novel states that Eliza made this decision
because she fears losing her only surviving child (she had already miscarried two children). Eliza departs that
night, leaving a note of apology to her mistress. Tom is sold and placed on a riverboat which sets sail down
the Mississippi River. While on board, Tom meets and befriends a young white girl named Eva. Eva's father
Augustine St. Clare buys Tom from the slave trader and takes him with the family to their home in New
Orleans. Tom and Eva begin to relate to one another because of the deep Christian faith they both
shar.During Eliza's escape, she meets up with her husband George Harris, who had run away previously.
They decide to attempt to reach Canada. However, they are tracked by a slave hunter named Tom Loker.
Eventually Loker and his men trap Eliza and her family, causing Phineas to push Loker down a cliff after
George had shot him in the side. Worried that Loker may die, Eliza convinces George to bring the slave
hunter to a nearby Quaker settlement for medical treatment.Back in New Orleans, St. Clare debates slavery
with his Northern cousin Ophelia who, while opposing slavery, is prejudiced against black people. St. Clare,
however, believes he is not biased, even though he is a slave owner. In an attempt to show Ophelia that her
views on blacks are wrong, St. Clare purchases Topsy, a young black slave. St. Clare then asks Ophelia to



educate her.......
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From reader reviews:

Jane Riley:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of
new info. When you read a book you will get new information simply because book is one of various ways
to share the information or maybe their idea. Second, examining a book will make a person more
imaginative. When you examining a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring that you imagine
the story how the personas do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to others. When you
read this Uncle Tom's Cabin; or, Life Among the Lowly, (1852), by Harriet Beecher Stowe: the rev.James
Sherman (21 February 1796 - 15 February 1862), was an English Congregationalist minister., you could tells
your family, friends and also soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading
a e-book.

Cindy Grant:

You are able to spend your free time to learn this book this guide. This Uncle Tom's Cabin; or, Life Among
the Lowly, (1852), by Harriet Beecher Stowe: the rev.James Sherman (21 February 1796 - 15 February
1862), was an English Congregationalist minister. is simple to deliver you can read it in the park, in the
beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not include much space to bring often the printed book, you can
buy the actual e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart
phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Gladys Dearth:

As a college student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the
library or make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's
internal or real their pastime. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to at
this time there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring
and also can't see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for you
personally. As we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says,
ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this Uncle Tom's Cabin; or, Life Among the Lowly, (1852), by
Harriet Beecher Stowe: the rev.James Sherman (21 February 1796 - 15 February 1862), was an English
Congregationalist minister. can make you sense more interested to read.

Mark York:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got scholars? We believe that that question was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. So you know that
little person such as reading or as looking at become their hobby. You need to know that reading is very



important and book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except your
personal teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update about something by book. Amount types of books
that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is Uncle Tom's Cabin; or, Life Among the Lowly,
(1852), by Harriet Beecher Stowe: the rev.James Sherman (21 February 1796 - 15 February 1862), was an
English Congregationalist minister..
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