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Reading the life narratives and literary texts of South Asians writing in and about East Africa, Gaurav Desai
builds a surprising, alternative history of Africa's experience with slavery, migration, colonialism,
nationalism, and globalization. Consulting Afrasian texts that are literary and nonfictional, political and
private, he broadens the scope of African and South Asian scholarship and inspires a more nuanced
understanding of the Indian Ocean's fertile routes of exchange.

Desai shows how the Indian Ocean engendered a number of syncretic identities and shaped the medieval
trade routes of the Islamicate empire, the early independence movements galvanized in part by Gandhi's
southern African experiences, the invention of new ethnic nationalisms, and the rise of plural, multiethnic
African nations. Calling attention to lives and literatures long neglected by traditional scholars, Desai
introduces rich, interdisciplinary ways of thinking not only about this specific region but also about the very
nature of ethnic history and identity. Traveling from the twelfth century to today, he concludes with a look at
contemporary Asian populations in East Africa and their struggle to decide how best to participate in the
development and modernization of their postcolonial nations without sacrificing their political autonomy.
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From reader reviews:

Elvira Eberhardt:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what your own problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man? If you
don't have spare time to perform others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have time? What
did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They must answer that question mainly because just their
can do that will. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is proper. Because start
from on guardería until university need this Commerce with the Universe: Africa, India, and the Afrasian
Imagination to read.

Jeremy Quick:

Now a day people that Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not need people to be aware of each facts they get. How many people to be
smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Reading a book can
help folks out of this uncertainty Information specially this Commerce with the Universe: Africa, India, and
the Afrasian Imagination book since this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the details in
this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Patsy Locke:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With studying you can get a lot
of information which will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can
certainly share their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their reader
with their story or perhaps their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the publications. But also
they write about advantage about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how
to teach children, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve
their skill in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write on their book. One of them is this
Commerce with the Universe: Africa, India, and the Afrasian Imagination.

Kyra Franson:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always try to and must have the free time or they will get lot of stress
from both daily life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely indeed.
People is human not really a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity do you have when the spare
time coming to anyone of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you try this one, reading
textbooks. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, typically the book you have read is
definitely Commerce with the Universe: Africa, India, and the Afrasian Imagination.
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