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The concept of the imaginary is pervasive within contemporary thought, yet can be a baffling and often
controversial term. In Imagination and the Imaginary, Kathleen Lennon explores the links between
imagination - regarded as the faculty of creating images or forms - and the imaginary, which links such
imagery with affect or emotion and captures the significance which the world carries for us.

Beginning with an examination of contrasting theories of imagination proposed by Hume and Kant, Lennon
argues that the imaginary is not something in opposition to the real, but the very faculty through which the
world is made real to us. She then turns to the vexed relationship between perception and imagination and,
drawing on Kant, Merleau-Ponty and Sartre, explores some fundamental questions, such as whether there is
a distinction between the perceived and the imagined; the relationship between imagination and creativity;
and the role of the body in perception and imagination. Invoking also Spinoza and Coleridge, Lennon argues
that, far from being a realm of illusion, the imaginary world is our most direct mode of perception. She then
explores the role the imaginary plays in the formation of the self and the social world.

A unique feature of the volume is that it compares and contrasts a philosophical tradition of thinking about
the imagination - running from Kant and Hume to Strawson and John McDowell - with the work of
phenomenological, psychoanalytic, poststructuralist and feminist thinkers such as Merleau-Ponty, Sartre,
Lacan, Castoriadis, Irigaray, Gatens and Lloyd. This makes Imagination and the Imaginary essential reading
for students and scholars working in phenomenology, philosophy of perception, social theory, cultural
studies and aesthetics.

Cover Image: Bronze Bowl with Lace, Ursula Von Rydingsvard, 2014. Courtesy the artist, Galerie Lelong
and Yorkshire Sculpture Park. Photo Jonty Wilde.
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From reader reviews:

Samual Larkin:

What do you consider book? It is just for students as they are still students or it for all people in the world,
what the best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has distinct
personality and hobby per other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they don't would like do
that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Imagination and the Imaginary. All type of
book are you able to see on many resources. You can look for the internet options or other social media.

Douglas Stevens:

This book untitled Imagination and the Imaginary to be one of several books that will best seller in this year,
honestly, that is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy
this specific book in the book retail outlet or you can order it through online. The publisher on this book sells
the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, as you can read this book in your Smart phone. So
there is no reason to you personally to past this e-book from your list.

Jessica Wilson:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind ability or
thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book in comparison with
can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find guide that
need more time to be examine. Imagination and the Imaginary can be your answer because it can be read by
you actually who have those short free time problems.

Leigh Harris:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book was rare? Why so many
question for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people likes
examining, not only science book but additionally novel and Imagination and the Imaginary or maybe others
sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel would like to
read more and more. Science book was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those books are
helping them to include their knowledge. In additional case, beside science e-book, any other book likes
Imagination and the Imaginary to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like this
one.
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