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Romantic Dialogues, first published in 2000, contributed to the modern recovery of a transatlantic dimension
in literary studies. Part 1 of the book reassesses the events of 1776 as a painful amputation, severing one part
of a close-knit republican community from the other. It looks at English visions of America, from Blake’s
America, to Barbauld’s Eighteen Hundred and Eleven, and at Romantic Americans such Samuel Williams,
William Ellery Channing, Gilbert Imlay and Estwick Evans, who absorbed England’s Romantic revolution
long before America’s literary awakening took place. It considers, also, the periodical wars that followed the
War of 1812, America’s aspiration to an intellectual emancipation to match its political independence; and
the kinds of continuing relationship with ‘the old home’ to be found in James Fenimore Cooper, Ralph
Waldo Emerson and Elizabeth Palmer Peabody.

Part 2 explores numerous barely recognised transactions between English Romantic poets and the canonical
writers of the ‘American Renaissance’. Starting with Cooper’s struggle with Edmund Burke in The Pioneers,
it places Emerson’s Nature, Thoreau’s Walden, the romances of Poe and Hawthorne, Melville’s Moby-Dick
and Whitman’s ‘Song of Myself’, in an Atlantic context. These writers still had English ears: inheriting the
blissful dawn that took place in England between Blake’s Songs and Wordsworth’s Prelude, they amplified
the English poets’ celebration of nature, liberty and imagination—and ‘human nature seeming born
again’—but, equally Romantically, they came to mourn the fatal compromises in America’s experimental
polity. Diverging somewhat from these themes, this edition includes a new chapter on William Cullen Bryant
and an Epilogue on how the prosody of Whitman and Dickinson responded to the music of Tennyson, whose
songs, Whitman memorably said, entered into the American character ‘inland and far West, out in Missouri,
in Kansas, and away in Oregon, in farmer’s house and miner’s cabin’.

Reviews:

‘How this study is received will say as much about the recovery of serious interest in literary history as about
the work’s quality. Learned, rigorous in testing its assertions, mordant and spirited in its expression,
Romantic Dialogues makes an important claim: that American Literature of the nineteenth century
knowingly attempted to fulfill the visionary promises of British Romanticism… What was reborn in the
American Renaissance he writes, was ‘as much Romanticism as America’. It is as if in the works of
Whitman and Melville the ghosts of Blake, Wordsworth and Coleridge were posing a British alternative to
Victorian conservatisms.… He makes one wonder how one ever read the American text at all without the
British context. …. An extraordinary achievement…This is real work’
—Robert Weisbuch, New England Quarterly:

‘Challenging the conventional notion that American literature emerged from Emerson’s early essays, Gravil
positions Blake, Wordsworth and Coleridge as its true progentitors: just as Locke’s libertarian political
writings bore their greatest fruit in Jefferson’s famous manifesto, so the English romantics’ most
characteristic notions of liberty and selfhood were fulfilled in the United States and its literature. … Gravil’s
deft and learned application of key texts in British Romanticism to works by Thoreau, Melville, Dickinson,
Whitman and Hawthorne powerfully challenge the easy presumption of an autochtonous American writing.’
—Kurt Eisen, American Literature



‘ ... a major study, alert to and at home with textual nuance and larger questions … persuasively proving and
describing a series of intricate, intertextual relationships: Gravil allows for uniqueness and difference; there
is no ‘Englishing’ of his American authors, but a brimmingly revelatory stream of suggested connections.
Romantic Dialogues is a ground-breaking study which bears witness to a generous, vigilant, and witty
critical intelligence.’
—Michael O’Neill , Symbios
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From reader reviews:

Paul Blecha:

This Romantic Dialogues: Anglo-American Continuities, 1776-1842 book is not ordinary book, you have it
then the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is usually information inside
this reserve incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information
you will get. That Romantic Dialogues: Anglo-American Continuities, 1776-1842 without we comprehend
teach the one who reading through it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't possibly be
worry Romantic Dialogues: Anglo-American Continuities, 1776-1842 can bring when you are and not make
your tote space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even phone.
This Romantic Dialogues: Anglo-American Continuities, 1776-1842 having good arrangement in word as
well as layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Michael Collins:

You may spend your free time to see this book this reserve. This Romantic Dialogues: Anglo-American
Continuities, 1776-1842 is simple bringing you can read it in the park, in the beach, train as well as soon. If
you did not include much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is
make you simpler to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a
lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Nellie Nelson:

Beside this specific Romantic Dialogues: Anglo-American Continuities, 1776-1842 in your phone, it might
give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you may got
here is fresh through the oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow
village. It is good thing to have Romantic Dialogues: Anglo-American Continuities, 1776-1842 because this
book offers for you readable information. Do you often have book but you would not get what it's exactly
about. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be
questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss that? Find this book as well as
read it from at this point!

James Fox:

This Romantic Dialogues: Anglo-American Continuities, 1776-1842 is fresh way for you who has attention
to look for some information because it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you upon it
getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having little digest in reading this Romantic
Dialogues: Anglo-American Continuities, 1776-1842 can be the light food to suit your needs because the
information inside this book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books develop itself in the form and
that is reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in reserve
form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a reserve



especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss
it! Just read this e-book variety for your better life as well as knowledge.
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