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International human rights law is often criticized as an infringement of constitutional democracy. In The
Promise of Human Rights, Jamie Mayerfeld argues to the contrary that international human rights law
provides a necessary extension of checks and balances and therefore completes the domestic constitutional
order. In today's world, constitutional democracy is best understood as a cooperative project enlisting both
domestic and international guardians to strengthen the protection of human rights. Reasons to support this
view may be found in the political philosophy of James Madison, the principal architect of the U.S.
Constitution.

The Promise of Human Rights presents sustained theoretical discussions of human rights, constitutionalism,
democracy, and sovereignty, along with an extended case study of divergent transatlantic approaches to
human rights. Mayerfeld shows that the embrace of international human rights law has inhibited human
rights violations in Europe whereas its marginalization has facilitated human rights violations in the United
States. A longstanding policy of "American exceptionalism" was a major contributing factor to the Bush
administration's use of torture after 9/11.

Mounting a combination of theoretical and empirical arguments, Mayerfeld concludes that countries
genuinely committed to constitutional democracy should incorporate international human rights law into
their domestic legal system and accept international oversight of their human rights practices.
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From reader reviews:

Alison McGowan:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the concept The Promise
of Human Rights: Constitutional Government, Democratic Legitimacy, and International Law (Pennsylvania
Studies in Human Rights) suitable to you? Often the book was written by renowned writer in this era.
Typically the book untitled The Promise of Human Rights: Constitutional Government, Democratic
Legitimacy, and International Law (Pennsylvania Studies in Human Rights)is one of several books that
everyone read now. This book was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this guide
you will enter the new shape that you ever know before. The author explained their concept in the simple
way, therefore all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this book. This book will give you a great
deal of information about this world now. So that you can see the represented of the world within this book.

Gary Ritchie:

The actual book The Promise of Human Rights: Constitutional Government, Democratic Legitimacy, and
International Law (Pennsylvania Studies in Human Rights) will bring someone to the new experience of
reading a new book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book to
learn, this book very appropriate to you. The book The Promise of Human Rights: Constitutional
Government, Democratic Legitimacy, and International Law (Pennsylvania Studies in Human Rights) is
much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can
more easily to read the book.

Andrew Blanton:

Reading a book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world may share their
idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire all their reader with their story or
their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the information
about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your young
ones, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors these days always try to improve their
proficiency in writing, they also doing some research before they write to the book. One of them is this The
Promise of Human Rights: Constitutional Government, Democratic Legitimacy, and International Law
(Pennsylvania Studies in Human Rights).

Erica Northern:

A lot of e-book has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by internet on social media. You
can choose the top book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is called of
book The Promise of Human Rights: Constitutional Government, Democratic Legitimacy, and International



Law (Pennsylvania Studies in Human Rights). Contain your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the
printed book, it may add your knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is most important that, you
must aware about book. It can bring you from one destination to other place.
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