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In SoulStirrers, H. Ike Okafor-Newsum describes the birth and development of an artistic movement in
Cincinnati, Ohio, identified with the Neo-Ancestral impulse. The Neo-Ancestral impulse emerges as an
extension of the Harlem Renaissance, the Negritude Movement, and the Black Arts Movement, all of which
sought to re-represent the “primitive” and “savage” black and African in new terms. Central to the dominant
racial framework has always been the conception that the black subject was not only inferior, but indeed
incapable of producing art. The Neo-Ancestral impulse posed a challenge to both existing form and content.
Like its intellectual antecedents, the movement did not separate art from life and raised a central question,
one that the “soul stirrers” of Cincinnati are engaging in their artistic productions. Okafor-Newsum defines
collapsing of the sacred and the profane as a central tendency of African aesthetics, transformed and
rearticulated here in the Americas.

In this volume, the artistic productions ask readers to consider the role of those creating and viewing this art
by attempting to shift the way in which we view the ordinary. The works of these artists, therefore, are not
only about the survival of African-derived cultural forms, though such remains a central effect of them.
These extraordinary pieces, installations, and movements consistently refer to the cultural reality of the
Americas and the need for political and intellectual transformation. They constitute important intellectual
interventions that serve as indispensable elements in the redefinition and reinterpretation of our society.

Featuring numerous color illustrations and profiles of artists, this volume reveals exciting trends in African
American art and in the African diaspora more broadly.
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From reader reviews:

Leslie Bennett:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students since they are still students or it for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that concern above. Every
person has several personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that
they don't want do that. You must know how great and also important the book SoulStirrers: Black Art and
the Neo-Ancestral Impulse. All type of book would you see on many solutions. You can look for the internet
sources or other social media.

Hilary Rangel:

The experience that you get from SoulStirrers: Black Art and the Neo-Ancestral Impulse may be the more
deep you digging the information that hide inside the words the more you get serious about reading it. It does
not mean that this book is hard to understand but SoulStirrers: Black Art and the Neo-Ancestral Impulse
giving you excitement feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in a number of way that can be
understood by anyone who read it because the author of this publication is well-known enough. This specific
book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go along,
both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having this particular
SoulStirrers: Black Art and the Neo-Ancestral Impulse instantly.

Peter Christensen:

The actual book SoulStirrers: Black Art and the Neo-Ancestral Impulse has a lot details on it. So when you
read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was written by the very famous author. The writer makes
some research previous to write this book. This book very easy to read you may get the point easily after
reading this article book.

Marge Lee:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will
make you to definitely understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information
better to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, newspaper,
book, and soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. Typically the
book that recommended to you is SoulStirrers: Black Art and the Neo-Ancestral Impulse this guide consist a
lot of the information with the condition of this world now. This particular book was represented how can the
world has grown up. The language styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. Typically the
writer made some study when he makes this book. That's why this book appropriate all of you.
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