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This book is a political history of the island of Malaita in the British Solomon Islands Protectorate from
1927, when the last violent resistance to colonial rule was crushed, to 1953 and the inauguration of the
island's first representative political body, the Malaita Council. At the book's heart is a political movement
known as Maasina Rule, which dominated political affairs in the southeastern Solomons for many years after
World War II. The movement's ideology, kastom, was grounded in the determination that only Malaitans
themselves could properly chart their future through application of Malaitan sensibilities and methods, free
from British interference. Kastom promoted a radical transformation of Malaitan lives by sweeping social
engineering projects and alternative governing and legal structures. When the government tried to suppress
Maasina Rule through force, its followers brought colonial administration on the island to a halt for several
years through a labor strike and massive civil resistance actions that overflowed government prison camps.

David Akin draws on extensive archival and field research to present a practice-based analysis of colonial
officers interactions with Malaitans in the years leading up to and during Maasina Rule. A primary focus is
the place of knowledge in the colonial administration. Many scholars have explored how various regimes
deployed colonial knowledge of subject populations in Asia and Africa to reorder and rule them. The British
imported to the Solomons models for native administration based on such an approach, particularly schemes
of indirect rule developed in Africa. The concept of custom was basic to these schemes and to European
understandings of Melanesians, and it was made the lynchpin of government policies that granted limited
political roles to local ideas and practices. Officers knew very little about Malaitan cultures, however, and
Malaitans seized the opportunity to transform custom into kastom, as the foundation for a new society. The
book s overarching topic is the dangerous road that colonial ignorance paved for policy makers, from young
cadets in the field to high officials in distant Fiji and London. Today kastom remains a powerful concept on
Malaita, but continued confusion regarding its origins, history, and meanings hampers understandings of
contemporary Malaitan politics and of Malaitan people s ongoing, problematic relations with the state.

21 illus., 3 maps
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From reader reviews:

Ebony Lower:

Book is definitely written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
guide. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important factor to bring us around the world. Next
to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A book Colonialism, Maasina Rule,and the Origins of
Malaitan Kastom (Pacific Islands Monograph Series) will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel far
more confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you think in which open or reading any
book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you trying to find best
book or ideal book with you?

Debra Sims:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always try to and must have the free time or they will get lot of
stress from both day to day life and work. So , when we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely
sure. People is human not really a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity do you possess when
the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do you try
this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the actual book you
have read is Colonialism, Maasina Rule,and the Origins of Malaitan Kastom (Pacific Islands Monograph
Series).

Rudy Lapan:

Guide is one of source of expertise. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but in addition
native or citizen have to have book to know the upgrade information of year in order to year. As we know
those guides have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the
world. Through the book Colonialism, Maasina Rule,and the Origins of Malaitan Kastom (Pacific Islands
Monograph Series) we can consider more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? Being
creative person must choose to read a book. Simply choose the best book that acceptable with your aim.
Don't become doubt to change your life by this book Colonialism, Maasina Rule,and the Origins of Malaitan
Kastom (Pacific Islands Monograph Series). You can more inviting than now.

John Keaney:

Some individuals said that they feel bored when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt this when they
get a half regions of the book. You can choose the actual book Colonialism, Maasina Rule,and the Origins of
Malaitan Kastom (Pacific Islands Monograph Series) to make your reading is interesting. Your own personal
skill of reading skill is developing when you like reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to
learn it and mingle the idea about book and reading through especially. It is to be very first opinion for you
to like to open up a book and study it. Beside that the e-book Colonialism, Maasina Rule,and the Origins of
Malaitan Kastom (Pacific Islands Monograph Series) can to be your brand new friend when you're



experience alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of that time.
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