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In the late 1960s, new age communes began springing up in the American Southwest with names like Drop
City, New Buffalo, Lama Foundation, Morning Star, Reality Construction Company, and the Hog Farm. In
the summer of 1969, Roberta Price, a recent college graduate, secured a grant to visit these communities and
photograph them. When she and her lover David arrived at Libre in the Huerfano Valley of southern
Colorado, they were so taken with what they found that they wanted to participate instead of observe. The
following spring they married, dropped out of graduate school in upstate New York, packed their belongings
into a 1947 Chrysler Windsor Coupe, and moved to Libre, leaving family and academia behind.

Huerfano is Price's captivating memoir of the seven years she spent in the Huerfano ("Orphan") Valley when
it was a petrie dish of countercultural experiments. She and David joined with fellow baby boomers in
learning to mix cement, strip logs, weave rugs, tan leather, grow marijuana, build houses, fix cars, give birth,
and make cheese, beer, and furniture as well as poetry, art, music, and love. They built a house around a
boulder high on a ridge overlooking the valley and made ends meet by growing their own food, selling
homemade goods, and hiring themselves out as day laborers. Over time their collective ranks swelled to
more than three hundred, only to diminish again as, for many participants, the dream of a life of unbridled
possibility gradually yielded to the hard realities of a life of voluntary poverty.

Price tells her story with a clear, distinctive voice, documenting her experiences with photos as well as
words. Placing her story in the larger context of the times, she describes her participation in the antiwar
movement, the advent of the women's movement, and her encounters with such icons as Ken Kesey, Gary
Snyder, Abbie Hoffman, Stewart Brand, Allen Ginsburg, and Baba Ram Dass.

At once comic, poignant, and above all honest, Huerfano recaptures the sense of affirmation and
experimentation that fueled the counterculture without lapsing into nostalgic sentimentality on the one hand
or cynicism on the other.
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From reader reviews:

Abram Huffman:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you might have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try matter that really opposite
from that. One particular activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Huerfano: A Memoir of Life in the
Counterculture, you could enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of
hang type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout men. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its referred to as
reading friends.

Mary Sylvester:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this Huerfano: A Memoir of Life in the
Counterculture reserve written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book that could be
understand by anyone who read the book. Written in good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and
producing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still uncertainty Huerfano: A Memoir of Life in
the Counterculture as good book not only by the cover but also by the content. This is one publication that
can break don't assess book by its protect, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this specific!?
Oh come on your studying sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth
sense.

Kevin Roark:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your short space of time to read it because this all time you only find reserve that
need more time to be study. Huerfano: A Memoir of Life in the Counterculture can be your answer as it can
be read by you actually who have those short spare time problems.

Heather Bly:

Within this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more special
than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you must do
is just spending your time little but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of several books in
the top record in your reading list is definitely Huerfano: A Memoir of Life in the Counterculture. This book
which is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking
upward and review this guide you can get many advantages.
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