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Already the world has seen the political, economic, and cultural significance of hosting the 2008 Olympics in
Beijing?in policies instituted and altered, positions softened, projects undertaken. But will the Olympics
make a lasting difference? This book approaches questions about the nature and future of China through the
lens of sports?particularly as sports finds its utmost international expression in the Olympics.

Drawing on newly available archival sources to analyze a hundred-year perspective on sports in China,
Olympic Dreams explores why the country became obsessed with Western sports at the turn of the twentieth
century, and how it relates to China’s search for a national and international identity. Through case studies of
ping-pong diplomacy and the Chinese handling of various sporting events, the book offers unexpected details
and unusual insight into the patterns and processes of China’s foreign policymaking?insights that will help
readers understand China’s interactions with the rest of the world.

Among the questions Xu Guoqi brings to the fore are: Why did Mao Zedong choose competitive ping-pong
to manipulate world politics? How did the two-China issue nearly kill the 1976 Montreal Olympic Games?
And why do the 2008 Olympics present Beijing with unprecedented dangers and opportunities? In exploring
these questions, Xu brilliantly articulates a fresh and surprising perspective on China as an international sport
superpower as well as a new “sick man of East Asia.” In Olympic Dreams, he presents an eloquent argument
that in the deeply unsettled China of today, sport, as a focus of popular interest, has the capacity to bring
about major social changes.
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From reader reviews:

Nellie Kim:

What do you think about book? It is just for students since they're still students or this for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that query above. Every person
has distinct personality and hobby per other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't want
do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Olympic Dreams: China and Sports,
1895-2008. All type of book is it possible to see on many methods. You can look for the internet options or
other social media.

Darlene Goins:

This Olympic Dreams: China and Sports, 1895-2008 usually are reliable for you who want to be described as
a successful person, why. The explanation of this Olympic Dreams: China and Sports, 1895-2008 can be one
of several great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple studying food but feed anyone
with information that possibly will shock your preceding knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can
bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed types. Beside that this
Olympic Dreams: China and Sports, 1895-2008 giving you an enormous of experience for example rich
vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day action. So , let's have it
appreciate reading.

Kyra Franson:

This book untitled Olympic Dreams: China and Sports, 1895-2008 to be one of several books this best seller
in this year, here is because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to
buy that book in the book retail store or you can order it by means of online. The publisher on this book sells
the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, since you can read this book in your Smartphone. So
there is no reason to you to past this book from your list.

Rosemarie Nicoll:

As we know that book is important thing to add our expertise for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year had
been exactly added. This publication Olympic Dreams: China and Sports, 1895-2008 was filled regarding
science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some people has
various feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can truly feel
enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book you wanted.
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