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Police found John Doe No. 24 in the early morning hours of October 11, 1945, in Jacksonville, Illinois.
Unable to communicate, the deaf and mute teenager was labeled “feeble minded” and sentenced by a judge
to the nightmarish jumble of the Lincoln State School and Colony in Jacksonville. He remained in the
Illinois mental health care system for over thirty years and died at the Sharon Oaks Nursing Home in Peoria
on November 28, 1993.
 
Deaf, mute, and later blind, the young black man survived institutionalized hell: beatings, hunger,
overcrowding, and the dehumanizing treatment that characterized state institutions through the 1950s. In
spite of his environment, he made friends, took on responsibilities, and developed a sense of humor. People
who knew him found him remarkable.
 
Award-winning journalist Dave Bakke reconstructs the life of John Doe No. 24 through research into a half-
century of the state mental health system, personal interviews with people who knew him at various points
during his life, and sixteen black-and-white illustrations. After reading a story about John Doe in the New
York Times, acclaimed singer-songwriter Mary Chapin Carpenter wrote and recorded “John Doe No. 24” and
purchased a headstone for his unmarked grave. She contributes a foreword to this book.
 
As death approached for the man known only as John Doe No. 24, his one-time nurse Donna Romine
reflected sadly on his mystery. “Ah, well,” she said, “God knows his name.”
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From reader reviews:

Ricky Burnham:

Do you among people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys
that aren't like that. This God Knows His Name: The True Story of John Doe No. 24 book is readable
through you who hate the straight word style. You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable reading
through experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer of
God Knows His Name: The True Story of John Doe No. 24 content conveys thinking easily to understand by
lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it just different as it. So , do you
still thinking God Knows His Name: The True Story of John Doe No. 24 is not loveable to be your top
collection reading book?

William Grant:

This book untitled God Knows His Name: The True Story of John Doe No. 24 to be one of several books in
which best seller in this year, this is because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit into it.
You will easily to buy this specific book in the book store or you can order it via online. The publisher on
this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, because you can read this book in your
Smart phone. So there is no reason for you to past this book from your list.

Catherine Mejia:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try matter that really opposite
from that. Just one activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love God Knows His Name: The True
Story of John Doe No. 24, you may enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still desire to miss it? What
kind of hangout type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its
called reading friends.

Luz Cox:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This specific book God Knows His Name: The True Story of John
Doe No. 24 was multi-colored and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book God Knows
His Name: The True Story of John Doe No. 24 has many kinds or type. Start from kids until youngsters. For
example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and believe you are the character on there. So
, not at all of book are make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best
book for yourself and try to like reading which.
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