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Literature is rife with uncertainty. Literature is good for us. These two ideas about reading literature are often
taken for granted. But what is the relationship between literature's capacity to unsettle, perplex, and bewilder
us, and literature's ethical value? To revive this question, C. Namwali Serpell proposes a return to William
Empson's groundbreaking work, Seven Types of Ambiguity" (1930), which contends that literary uncertainty
is crucial to ethics because it pushes us beyond the limits of our own experience. Taking as case studies
experimental novels by Thomas Pynchon, Toni Morrison, Bret Easton Ellis, Ian McEwan, Elliot Perlman,
Tom McCarthy, and Jonathan Safran Foer, Serpell suggests that literary uncertainty emerges from the
reader's shifting responses to structures of conflicting information. A number of these novels employ a
structure of mutual exclusion, which presents opposed explanations for the same events. Some use a
structure of multiplicity, which presents different perspectives regarding events or characters. The structure
of repetition in other texts destabilizes the continuity of events and frustrates our ability to follow the story.
To explain how these structures produce uncertainty, Serpell borrows from cognitive psychology the concept
of affordance, which describes an object's or environment's potential uses. Moving through these narrative
structures affords various ongoing modes of uncertainty, which in turn afford ethical experiences both
positive and negative. At the crossroads of recent critical turns to literary form, reading practices, and ethics,
Seven Modes of Uncertainty" offers a new phenomenology of how we read uncertainty now.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Ybarra:

The book [(Seven Modes of Uncertainty)] [Author: C. Namwali Serpell] published on (April, 2014) can give
more knowledge and information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave a very important
thing like a book [(Seven Modes of Uncertainty)] [Author: C. Namwali Serpell] published on (April, 2014)?
A number of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim that will book can give many data for
us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or information that you take for
that, it is possible to give for each other; you could share all of these. Book [(Seven Modes of Uncertainty)]
[Author: C. Namwali Serpell] published on (April, 2014) has simple shape however you know: it has great
and big function for you. You can search the enormous world by start and read a reserve. So it is very
wonderful.

Morris Whitfield:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive now, people have
do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and
notice simply by surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated it for a while is
reading. Yeah, by reading a e-book your ability to survive improve then having chance to remain than other
is high. For you personally who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this specific [(Seven
Modes of Uncertainty)] [Author: C. Namwali Serpell] published on (April, 2014) book as beginner and daily
reading reserve. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Simona Vela:

The event that you get from [(Seven Modes of Uncertainty)] [Author: C. Namwali Serpell] published on
(April, 2014) is a more deep you looking the information that hide inside the words the more you get
interested in reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to know but [(Seven Modes of Uncertainty)]
[Author: C. Namwali Serpell] published on (April, 2014) giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The
article writer conveys their point in a number of way that can be understood simply by anyone who read it
because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your personal
vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book
style are available. We propose you for having this particular [(Seven Modes of Uncertainty)] [Author: C.
Namwali Serpell] published on (April, 2014) instantly.

Rodolfo Buker:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, about to beach, or
picnic in the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different
to fill your own free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book could be option to fill your totally free time/



holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to try out
look for book, may be the publication untitled [(Seven Modes of Uncertainty)] [Author: C. Namwali Serpell]
published on (April, 2014) can be good book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.
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