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The Odyssey is considered to be one of the greatest pieces of world literature. Its basic story--the
homecoming of Odysseus--is widely known. Although it has often been trandated, earlier versions do not
give the reader the full sense of its oral epic nature as a song that came into being through along tradition of
sung performances before writing was widely practiced. When finally written down, it retained its oral-
formulaic nature in ways that are clearly discernible, and which this translation successfully captures.
Rodney Merrill strictly adheres to the use of dactylic hexameter, the meter by which the formulaic language
of Homeric poetry isrendered as musical phrasing rather than as a simple repetition of ideas. Reading this
version--especialy aloud--will grant both students and teachers fresh insight into the nature of Greek epic
and Homer's song about one of the most famous characters of all time.

This epic began life as the music composed by a"singer of tales,” not aswords on a page. As such, its meter
allowsfor pleasing variations with a strong basic "beat," thus providing a rhythmic impetus that carries the
story swiftly forward. The resulting "music" has important repercussions for the reader's perception of the
many repeated elements that provide structure for the poem and bring out significant themes, just as the
repetitions in a piece of music do.

This edition of the Odyssey includes selections for further reading, alist of proper names (with a guide to
pronunciation), and three maps. It also provides introductory discussions of how the work came into being
and was transmitted until it became the work we read, how it is divided into six "performance sessions' of
four books each, and how the poem's various themes are developed. Rodney Merrill's Odyssey isthus an
ideal edition for students, teachers, and general readers.

The audiobook is available on twelve cassettes, and is read by Rodney Merrill. This version will bring
Homer's epic masterpiece to life like never before. Perfect for the car or classroom!

Rodney Merrill is retired and an independent scholar. He has taught at Stanford University, the University of
San Francisco, and the University of California, Berkeley.

Thomas R. Walsh, Senior Professor at Occidental College, has written articles on Homeric poetics, with a
forthcoming book on anger in Homer.
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From reader reviews:
Donald Kelley:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing
for usto understand everything in the world. Each publication has different aim as well as goal; it means that
guide has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They can be
reading whatever they get because their hobby is actually reading a book. Why not the person who don't like
reading a book? Sometime, person feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or exercise. Well,
probably you will need this The Odyssey.

CatherineCrider:

The book untitled The Odyssey contain alot of information on it. The writer explains her idea with easy

way. The language is very easy to understand all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read
the item. The book was published by famous author. The author will take you in the new age of literary
works. It is possible to read this book because you can keep reading your smart phone, or program, so you
can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can wide
open their official web-site and also order it. Have anice learn.

Thomas Smith:

It is possible to spend your free time you just read this book this book. This The Odyssey is simple to create
you can read it in the area, in the beach, train aswell as soon. If you did not include much space to bring the
actual printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can savetypicaly

the book in your smart phone. Therefore there are alot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Olga Harrington:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you might
have it in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This specific The Odyssey can give you alot of pals
because by you investigating this one book you have thing that they don't and make an individual more like
an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of one step for you to get success. This publication offer
you information that perhaps your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than some other make you to be
great men and women. So , why hesitate? Let's have The Odyssey.
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