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Samuel Heilman's eloquent account of the traditional customs that are put into practice when a Jewish person
dies provides both an informative anthropological perspective on Jewish rites of mourning and a moving
chronicle of the loss of his own father. This unique narrative crosses and recrosses the boundary between the
academic and the religious, the personal and the general, reflecting Heilman's changing roles as social
scientist, bereaved son, and observant Jew. Not only describing but explaining the cultural meaning behind
Jewish practices and traditions, this extraordinary book shows what is particular and what is universal about
Jewish experiences of death, bereavement, mourning, and their aftermath.

Heilman describes the many phases of death: the moment between life and death, the transitional period
when the dead have not yet been laid to rest, the preparation of the body (tahara), the Jewish funeral, the
early seven-day period of mourning (shivah), the nearly twelve months during which the kaddish is recited,
and the annual commemorations of bereavement. The richly informative ethnography that surrounds
Heilman's personal account deepens our understanding of the customs and traditions that inform the Jewish
cultural response to death.

When a Jew Dies concludes by revealing the rhythm that lies beneath the Jewish experience with death. It
finds that however much death has thrown life into disequilibrium, the Jewish response is to follow a
precisely timed series of steps during which the dead are sent on their way and the living are reintegrated into
the group and into life. Filled with absorbing detail and insightful interpretations that draw from social
science as well as Jewish sources, this book offers new insight into one of the most profound and often
difficult situations that almost everyone must face.

Cover illustration by Max Ferguson
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From reader reviews:

Phyllis Callahan:

The book When a Jew Dies: The Ethnography of a Bereaved Son give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your
spare time. You may use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can to be your best friend when
you getting strain or having big problem with your subject. If you can make reading through a book When a
Jew Dies: The Ethnography of a Bereaved Son for being your habit, you can get much more advantages, like
add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. You may know everything if
you like open and read a reserve When a Jew Dies: The Ethnography of a Bereaved Son. Kinds of book are a
lot of. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this
guide?

James Longo:

This When a Jew Dies: The Ethnography of a Bereaved Son is great e-book for you because the content
which can be full of information for you who else always deal with world and get to make decision every
minute. This kind of book reveal it information accurately using great organize word or we can say no
rambling sentences inside. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't
mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but difficult core information with attractive delivering
sentences. Having When a Jew Dies: The Ethnography of a Bereaved Son in your hand like keeping the
world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no e-book that offer you world in ten
or fifteen small right but this e-book already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs.
hectic do you still doubt in which?

Pamela Dodge:

The book untitled When a Jew Dies: The Ethnography of a Bereaved Son contain a lot of information on the
idea. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy method. The language is very simple to implement
all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was published by famous
author. The author gives you in the new time of literary works. You can read this book because you can
continue reading your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime.
In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can available their official web-site as well as order it.
Have a nice read.

Rachel Wessels:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got learners? We believe that that concern was
given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And you also
know that little person such as reading or as looking at become their hobby. You need to understand that
reading is very important along with book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to incorporate you
knowledge, except your personal teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update in relation to something



by book. A substantial number of sorts of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is
When a Jew Dies: The Ethnography of a Bereaved Son.
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