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Long before Alexander Solzhenitsyn's One Day in the Life of Ivan Denisovich (1962) shocked the Western
world with its frightening description of a typical day in a forced-labor camp during the Stalin era, some
readers in the West already knew of prison life in the Soviet Union, the Eastern bloc, and other Communist
countries. A powerful genre of gulag literature had emerged in the late 1930s and developed throughout the
cold war. Books by survivors revealed in graphic detail the systematic implementation of a totalitarian police
state that induced terror in its citizens through torture, imprisonment in slave labor camps, and death. In
Enemies of the State, Donald and Agnieszka Critchlow have selected excerpts from nine of the most widely
read books from this gulag literature. The stories are riveting and inspiring. They are dramatic by their nature
and illustrate humanity at its heroic best. But they have historical value too, because in addition to providing
a ghastly record of Communist terror, they also explain why Western readers developed such deep mistrust
of “peaceful coexistence” with any Communist nation. Memoirs from survivors of Communist prisons
confirmed beliefs that the Communists could not be trusted. They told readers that Communist regimes
operated through deception and denial, and that sympathetic visitors to the Soviet Union, China, North
Vietnam, and Cuba were too often misled by the carefully staged performances of Communist officials. In
short, gulag literature reinforced among American anti-Communists the idea of an apocalyptic struggle
between communism and Western Christendom.
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From reader reviews:

Courtney Cook:

This Enemies of the State: Personal Stories from the Gulag are reliable for you who want to certainly be a
successful person, why. The reason why of this Enemies of the State: Personal Stories from the Gulag can be
among the great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple studying food but feed you
with information that perhaps will shock your previous knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can
bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this
Enemies of the State: Personal Stories from the Gulag forcing you to have an enormous of experience for
instance rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that could it useful in your day action. So , let's
have it and revel in reading.

Claudia Kelley:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind skill or
thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book compared to
can satisfy your short period of time to read it because all of this time you only find guide that need more
time to be learn. Enemies of the State: Personal Stories from the Gulag can be your answer mainly because it
can be read by a person who have those short free time problems.

Bryan Perry:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will
make anyone to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information better
to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and
soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended to your account is Enemies of the State: Personal Stories from the Gulag this guide consist a
lot of the information from the condition of this world now. That book was represented just how can the
world has grown up. The language styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand.
Typically the writer made some exploration when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book suited
all of you.

Raymond Albanese:

As a scholar exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or
even make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's
soul or real their pastime. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring and
also can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for yourself.
As we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, many
ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Enemies of the State: Personal Stories from the Gulag can



make you feel more interested to read.
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