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A thorough examination of Shostakovich's string quartetsis long overdue. Although they can justifiably lay
claim to being the most significant and frequently performed twentieth-century oeuvre for that ensemble,
there has been no systematic English-language study of the entire cycle. Judith Kuhn's book begins such a
study, undertaken with the belief that, despite a growing awareness of the universality of Shostakovich's
music, much remains to be learned from the historical context and an examination of the music's language.
Much of the controversy about Shostakovich's music has been related to questions of meaning. The
conflicting interpretations put forth by scholars during the musicological 'Shostakovich wars' have shown the
impossibility of fixing a single meaning in the composer's music. Commentators have often heard the
guartets as political in nature, although there have been contradictory views as to whether Shostakovich was
aloyal communist or adissident. The works are also often described as vivid narratives, perhaps a
confessional autobiography or a chronicle of the composer's times. The cycle has also been heard to examine
major philosophical issues posed by the composer's life and times, including war, death, love, the conflict of
good and evil, the nature of subjectivity, the power of creativity and the place of the individual - and
particularly the artist - in society. Soviet commentaries on the quartets typically describe the works through
the lens of Socialist-Realist mythological master narratives. Recent Western commentaries see
Shostakovich's quartets as expressions of broader twentieth-century subjectivity, filled with ruptures and
uncertainty. What musical features enable these diverse interpretations? Kuhn examines each quartet in turn,
looking first at its historical and biographical context, with special attention to the cultural questions being
discussed at the time of its writing. She then surveys the work's reception history, and follows with a critical
discussion of the quartet's architectural and harmonic features. Using the new tools of Sonata Theory, Kuhn
provides afresh analytical approach to Shostakovich's music, giving valuable and detailed insights into the
quartets, showing how the composer's mastery of form has enabled these works to be heard as active
participants in the Soviet and Western cultural discourses of their time, while remaining compelling and
relevant to twenty-first-century listeners.
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From reader reviews:
Christopher Hunnicutt:

Within other case, little persons like to read book Shostakovich in Dialogue: Form, Imagery and Ideasin
Quartets 1-7. Y ou can choose the best book if you want reading a book. Providing we know about how is
important the book Shostakovich in Dialogue: Form, Imagery and Ideas in Quartets 1-7. Y ou can add
knowledge and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book
you can understand everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple
factor until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we could open a book or maybe searching by
internet gadget. It is called e-book. Y ou should use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's
examine.

Olivia Cook:

This Shostakovich in Dialogue: Form, Imagery and Ideas in Quartets 1-7 is great guide for you because the
content which isfull of information for you who always deal with world and possess to make decision every
minute. That book reveal it info accurately using great plan word or we can claim no rambling sentencesin
it. So if you areread it hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight
forward sentences but challenging core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having
Shostakovich in Dialogue: Form, Imagery and ldeas in Quartets 1-7 in your hand like keeping the world in
your arm, information in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no guide that offer you world in ten or
fifteen minute right but this publication already do that. So, this can be good reading book. Hello Mr. and
Mrs. stressful do you still doubt that will?

William Stone:

In this period globalization it isimportant to someone to find information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information better
to share. You can find alot of referrals to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon. Y ou
can see that now, alot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The actual book that recommended
for your requirements is Shostakovich in Dialogue: Form, Imagery and Ideas in Quartets 1-7 this guide
consist alot of the information from the condition of thisworld now. This particular book was represented
how can the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand.
The writer made some research when he makes this book. That is why this book suited all of you.

Aaron Edgington:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book was rare? Why
so many question for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some
people likes studying, not only science book and also novel and Shostakovich in Dialogue: Form, Imagery
and Ideas in Quartets 1-7 or maybe others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the



truly amazing a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or
perhaps students especially. Those publications are hel ping them to put their knowledge. In various other
case, beside science reserve, any other book likes Shostakovich in Dialogue: Form, Imagery and Ideasin
Quartets 1-7 to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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