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The Baltimore and Ohio. The New York Central. The Canadian Northern. The Union Pacific. The Atchison,
Topeka, and Santa Fe. The names of the great North American railroads are part of a remarkable story of
technological achievement and economic progress. They evoke the romance and optimism of decades of
westward expansion--and they recall the railroad's inescapable ties to the continent's geography.

A uniquely North American rail technology In The North American Railroad, James Vance offers a
sweeping account of how the railways transformed the continent. He challenges the commonly held belief
that a single rail technology spread from Britain to the rest of the world. Instead, he argues, two distinct
traditions of railroad building and utilization developed simultaneously--beginning in Britain around 1825
and in the United States around 1830.

The world's greatest system of railroads

By 1917 the North American railnet had transformed the continent and become the most comprehensive in
the world with a quarter of the world's trackage built in the United States alone, and a third in the U.S. and
Canada combined. Illustrated with more than one hundred maps, diagrams, and historical photographs, The
North American Railroad is the definitive account of that extraordinary achievement--and what it meant for
the people and landscape of the continent.

"In this original and authoritative work, Vance argues that the railroad in North America is a distinct
indigenous creation and not an importation from Britain and Europe. His combined familiarity with
railroading, routes and cities, facilities, and North American geography is unsurpassed and the result is quite
unlike anything in the historical or specialist literature."--Donald Meinig, Syracuse University

"No previous book has presented the over-all picture of the development of the North American railroad
network with Vance's emphasis on the reciprocal relationships among the economic and technological
conditions on the one hand and the geographic aspects of development on the other. The scope of the
presentation is virtually encyclopedic -- and there is no doubt that the book will quickly become a standard
reference on the subject." -- Harold M. Mayer, University of Wisconsin, Milwaukee
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From reader reviews:

Sandra Snyder:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yep, you
can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take a go
walking, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book allowed The North American
Railroad: Its Origin, Evolution, and Geography (Creating the North American Landscape)? Maybe it is to get
best activity for you. You already know beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you
can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have various other opinion?

Paul Douglas:

The North American Railroad: Its Origin, Evolution, and Geography (Creating the North American
Landscape) can be one of your nice books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away
because this e-book has good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in language, easy to
understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort to
place every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing The North American Railroad: Its Origin,
Evolution, and Geography (Creating the North American Landscape) however doesn't forget the main place,
giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource details that maybe you can be one of it. This
great information can drawn you into brand new stage of crucial imagining.

William Bottoms:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make you
to definitely understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended to you personally is The North American Railroad: Its Origin, Evolution, and Geography
(Creating the North American Landscape) this publication consist a lot of the information with the condition
of this world now. This kind of book was represented how do the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles
that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some research when he
makes this book. This is why this book ideal all of you.

Lupe Holloway:

Beside this kind of The North American Railroad: Its Origin, Evolution, and Geography (Creating the North
American Landscape) in your phone, it could give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or
details. The information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh from the oven so don't always be
worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have The North American
Railroad: Its Origin, Evolution, and Geography (Creating the North American Landscape) because this book
offers for your requirements readable information. Do you at times have book but you rarely get what it's



about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot
be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss that? Find this book
and read it from right now!
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