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Donald L. Canney’s study is the first book-length history of the U.S. Navy’s Africa Squadron. Established in
1842 to enforce the ban on importing slaves to the United States, in twenty years’ time the squadron proved
ineffective. To officers and enlisted men alike, duty in the squadron was unpopular. The equatorial climate,
departmental neglect, and judicial indifference, which allowed slavers back at sea, all contributed to the
sailors’ frustration. Later, the most damaging allegation was that the squadron had failed at its mission.
Canney investigates how this unit earned a poor reputation and whether it is deserved.

Though U.S. warships seized slave vessels as early as 1800, four decades passed before the Navy established
a permanent squadron off the western coast of Africa to interdict U.S.-flag vessels participating in this trade.
Canney traces the Navy’s role in interdicting the slave trade, Great Britain’s pressure on the U.S. government
to curb slave traffic, the creation of the squadron, and how individual politicians, department secretaries,
captains, and squadron commanders interpreted the laws and orders from higher authorities, changing
squadron operations. While famous ships and captains served on this station, none won distinction in the
Africa Squadron.

In the final analysis, the squadron was unsuccessful, even though it was the Navy’s only permanent squadron
with a specific, congressionally mandated mission: to maintain a quasi-blockade on a foreign shore. While
Canney exonerates southern-born naval captains, who approached their work as diligently as their
counterparts from the north, he demonstrates how the secretaries of the Navy—pro-slavery southern
politicians—neglected the squadron.
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From reader reviews:

Vivian Bennett:

Africa Squadron: The U.S. Navy and the Slave Trade, 1842-1861 can be one of your beginner books that are
good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that will
increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the
information. The author giving his/her effort to set every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing Africa
Squadron: The U.S. Navy and the Slave Trade, 1842-1861 yet doesn't forget the main place, giving the
reader the hottest and also based confirm resource information that maybe you can be considered one of it.
This great information may drawn you into new stage of crucial considering.

Arlen Bullock:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our understanding for everything. By a book we can know
everything we want. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year has
been exactly added. This e-book Africa Squadron: The U.S. Navy and the Slave Trade, 1842-1861 was filled
about science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some
people has different feel when they reading the book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can feel
enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book you wanted.

Mary Davis:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many problem for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people
likes reading through, not only science book and also novel and Africa Squadron: The U.S. Navy and the
Slave Trade, 1842-1861 or others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the truly
amazing a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher or even students
especially. Those publications are helping them to bring their knowledge. In some other case, beside science
book, any other book likes Africa Squadron: The U.S. Navy and the Slave Trade, 1842-1861 to make your
spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this one.

Matthew Coleman:

As a university student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the
library in order to make summary for some book, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's
spirit or real their pastime. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and can't see
colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know
that on this time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore , this Africa Squadron: The U.S. Navy and the Slave Trade, 1842-1861 can make you
sense more interested to read.
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