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For Frederick Douglass, the iconic nineteenth-century slave and abolitionist, the foundations for his
arguments in support of racial equality rested on natural rights and natural law-and the bold proclamation of
the Declaration of Independence that all men are created equal. But because many Americans never observed
this principle—and in Douglass's day even renounced it—he made it his life's work to move the nation
toward this vision of a more noble liberalism. Peter Myers now considers that effort and the natural rights
arguments by which Douglass confronted race in America.

Myers examines the philosophic core of Douglass's political thought, offering a greater understanding of its
depth and coherence. He depicts Douglass as the leading thinker to apply the Founders' doctrine of natural
rights to the plight of African Americans—an activist who grounded his arguments on the rights guaranteed
by the Constitution and the inherent injustice not only of slavery but of any form of racial superiority.

Myers first reconsiders Douglass's descriptive analysis of slavery, developing his arguments for its natural
wrongness and for its natural weakness in conjunction with the right of resistance. He then examines
Douglass's understandings of civil government in general and of the U.S. constitutional order in particular,
exploring his argument on the Constitution's relation to slavery and his thoughts on the powers and duties of
the federal and state governments in the matter of postslavery race relations-including new insight into
Douglass's controversial "do nothing" doctrine.

Myers argues that Douglass's political thought at its core is both more coherent and more defensible in
substance than his critics acknowledge. He maintains that Douglass was right in finding the natural rights
principles of the Declaration a sufficient theoretical basis for addressing the nation's racial problems and
contends that his hopefulness for the demise of slavery and white supremacy was marked by moderation and
realism.

Myers finds in Douglass's political thought the foundations of a revitalized argument for the mainstream civil
rights, integrationist tradition of African American political thought. His analysis offers a new way of
looking at an important thinker, as well as a compelling case for hoping that race relations in America will
improve over time.
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From reader reviews:

Holley Shipman:

Here thing why this Frederick Douglass: Race and the Rebirth of American Liberalism (American Political
Thought (University Press of Kansas)) are different and dependable to be yours. First of all studying a book
is good but it really depends in the content of computer which is the content is as delicious as food or not.
Frederick Douglass: Race and the Rebirth of American Liberalism (American Political Thought (University
Press of Kansas)) giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find any reserve out there
but there is no publication that similar with Frederick Douglass: Race and the Rebirth of American
Liberalism (American Political Thought (University Press of Kansas)). It gives you thrill examining journey,
its open up your own personal eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is maybe can be
happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your technique home
by train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of Frederick
Douglass: Race and the Rebirth of American Liberalism (American Political Thought (University Press of
Kansas)) in e-book can be your alternative.

Evelina Lewis:

The reserve untitled Frederick Douglass: Race and the Rebirth of American Liberalism (American Political
Thought (University Press of Kansas)) is the guide that recommended to you you just read. You can see the
quality of the e-book content that will be shown to you. The language that publisher use to explained their
way of doing something is easily to understand. The article writer was did a lot of analysis when write the
book, so the information that they share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. You also could
possibly get the e-book of Frederick Douglass: Race and the Rebirth of American Liberalism (American
Political Thought (University Press of Kansas)) from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Jessie Loudermilk:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try thing that really opposite from
that. A single activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you are ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Frederick Douglass: Race and the Rebirth of
American Liberalism (American Political Thought (University Press of Kansas)), you may enjoy both. It is
excellent combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh occur its
mind hangout guys. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

Justin Mireles:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book had been rare?
Why so many concern for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes reading through, not only science book and also novel and Frederick Douglass: Race and the



Rebirth of American Liberalism (American Political Thought (University Press of Kansas)) or perhaps others
sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel desire to read
more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those
publications are helping them to increase their knowledge. In additional case, beside science book, any other
book likes Frederick Douglass: Race and the Rebirth of American Liberalism (American Political Thought
(University Press of Kansas)) to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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