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The revolutionary fashion designer credited with originating "The American Look," Claire
McCardell designed for the emerging active lifestyle of women in the 1940s and '50s.

She was the originator of mix-and-match separates, open-backed sundresses, and feminine denim fashion;
she started the trend for ballet flats as a wartime leather-rationing measure. Spaghetti straps, brass hooks and
eyes as fasteners, rivets, menswear details and fabrics: they were all started by McCardell. Her Monastic and
Pop-over dresses achieved cult status, and her fashions were taken up by working women, the suburban set,
and high society alike.

First published in 1956, What Shall I Wear? is a distillation of McCardell's democratic fashion philosophy
and a chattily vivacious guide to looking effortlessly stylish. Mostly eschewing Paris, although she studied
there and was influenced by Vionnet and Madame Gres, McCardell preferred an unadorned aesthetic;
modern and minimalist, elegant and relaxed, even for evening, with wool jersey and tweed among her
favorite fabrics.

What Shall I Wear? provides a glimpse into the sources of McCardell's inspiration--travel, sports, the
American leisure lifestyle, and her own closet--and  how she transformed them into fashion, all the while
approaching design from her chosen vantage point of usefulness. A retro treat for designers and everyone
who loves fashion--vintage and contemporary--and teeming with charming illustrations and still-solid advice
for finding your own best look, creatively shopping on a budget, and building a real wardrobe that is chic and
individual, What Shall I Wear? is a tribute to the American spirit in fashion.
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From reader reviews:

Melanie Archer:

The book What Shall I Wear? gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to
make your capable far more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting tension or having
big problem with your subject. If you can make reading through a book What Shall I Wear? to become your
habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about a
number of or all subjects. You may know everything if you like wide open and read a guide What Shall I
Wear?. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do
you think about this reserve?

Christine Erhart:

This book untitled What Shall I Wear? to be one of several books that will best seller in this year, that is
because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy that book in the
book retail outlet or you can order it by means of online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It
makes you quicker to read this book, since you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason
to you personally to past this publication from your list.

Richard Martinez:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to pick book like comic,
small story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not striving What Shall I Wear? that give your
satisfaction preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can
be said as the opportunity for people to know world far better then how they react towards the world. It can't
be claimed constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to end up
being success person. So , for all of you who want to start reading through as your good habit, you may pick
What Shall I Wear? become your own personal starter.

Tanya McGaha:

A lot of book has printed but it is different. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can
choose the very best book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is
identified as of book What Shall I Wear?. You can contribute your knowledge by it. Without departing the
printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is most
significant that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one place to other place.
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