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When railroads connected the United States and Mexico in 1884 and overland travel between the two
countries became easier and cheaper, Americans developed an intense curiosity about Mexico, its people,
and its opportunities for business and pleasure. Indeed, so many Americans visited Mexico during the
Porfiriato (the long dictatorship of Porfirio Díaz, 1876–1911) that observers on both sides of the border
called the hordes of tourists and business speculators a “foreign invasion,” an apt phrase for a historical
moment when the United States was expanding its territory and influence.

Americans in the Treasure House examines travel to Mexico during the Porfiriato, concentrating on the role
of travelers in shaping ideas of Mexico as a logical place for Americans to extend their economic and
cultural influence in the hemisphere. Analyzing a wealth of evidence ranging from travelogues and literary
representations to picture postcards and snapshots, Jason Ruiz demonstrates that American travelers
constructed Mexico as a nation at the cusp of modernity, but one requiring foreign intervention to reach its
full potential. He shows how they rationalized this supposed need for intervention in a variety of ways,
including by representing Mexico as a nation that deviated too dramatically from American ideals of
progress, whiteness, and sexual self-control to become a modern “sister republic” on its own. Most
importantly, Ruiz relates the rapid rise in travel and travel discourse to complex questions about national
identity, state power, and economic relations across the U.S.–Mexico border.
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From reader reviews:

Sharon Chacko:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be revise about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era which is always change and move forward. Some
of you maybe may update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems
coming to a person is you don't know which one you should start with. This Americans in the Treasure
House: Travel to Porfirian Mexico and the Cultural Politics of Empire is our recommendation to help you
keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Rick Briones:

Do you one among people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys
that aren't like that. This Americans in the Treasure House: Travel to Porfirian Mexico and the Cultural
Politics of Empire book is readable through you who hate the straight word style. You will find the facts here
are arrange for enjoyable examining experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to
offer to you. The writer involving Americans in the Treasure House: Travel to Porfirian Mexico and the
Cultural Politics of Empire content conveys thinking easily to understand by many people. The printed and
e-book are not different in the content but it just different by means of it. So , do you nonetheless thinking
Americans in the Treasure House: Travel to Porfirian Mexico and the Cultural Politics of Empire is not
loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Daniel Adams:

The feeling that you get from Americans in the Treasure House: Travel to Porfirian Mexico and the Cultural
Politics of Empire may be the more deep you searching the information that hide inside words the more you
get interested in reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to know but Americans in the Treasure
House: Travel to Porfirian Mexico and the Cultural Politics of Empire giving you enjoyment feeling of
reading. The copy writer conveys their point in a number of way that can be understood through anyone who
read the idea because the author of this publication is well-known enough. This specific book also makes
your own vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go together with you, both in
printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having this kind of Americans in the
Treasure House: Travel to Porfirian Mexico and the Cultural Politics of Empire instantly.

Maria Simmons:

Typically the book Americans in the Treasure House: Travel to Porfirian Mexico and the Cultural Politics of
Empire has a lot info on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was
authored by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research before write this book. That book very
easy to read you will get the point easily after reading this article book.
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