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"The most distinguished private place" - that is how, in 1893, the great landscape architect Frederick Law
Olmsted described Biltmore Estate, perhaps the most ambitious private building project of America's Gilded
Age. It was only five years earlier that George Washington Vanderbilt purchased the first parcel of what
would become his 125,000-acre estate in Asheville, North Carolina. Along with Olmsted, he commissioned
the preeminent architect of the day, Richard Morris Hunt, to design the estate. The house, modeled in part on
the chateaux of the Loire Valley, has become one of the greatest and most important in American
architectural history. Its 255 rooms, with spectacular and finely crafted interiors, opulent furnishings (some
designed by Hunt), and furniture and decorative arts objects collected by Vanderbilt from all corners of the
world, have made it a rich national treasure. The estate served as the cradle of the profession of forestry in
America. With Olmsted's advice and expertise, it became the first working model of a scientifically managed
forest and played a critical role in the creation of our national parks. This meticulously researched book
accompanies an exhibition organized by The Octagon, the Museum of The American Architectural
Foundation; it chronicles Biltmore from inception, development, and construction through its Christmas
1895 opening celebrations, and into the present. Original architectural drawings, sketches, plans, presentation
drawings, nineteenth-century photographs, and vibrant new color photography complete this portrait of a
great landmark. Today Biltmore Estate belongs to George Washington Vanderbilt's descendants, who have
opened the house to thepublic and have made it one of the most visited in America.
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From reader reviews:

Donna Casey:

The guide with title Biltmore Estate: The Most Distinguished Private Place includes a lot of information that
you can learn it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This kind of book exist new expertise
the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u
to know how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you in new era of the internationalization.
You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Trina Durham:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, short story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not seeking Biltmore Estate: The Most
Distinguished Private Place that give your fun preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book.
Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world better then how
they react toward the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky
individual but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for all you who want to start
studying as your good habit, you can pick Biltmore Estate: The Most Distinguished Private Place become
your starter.

Margarita Culbertson:

Is it an individual who having spare time and then spend it whole day through watching television programs
or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This Biltmore Estate: The Most Distinguished
Private Place can be the answer, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are thus out of date, spending
your extra time by reading in this new era is common not a geek activity. So what these textbooks have than
the others?

Jamie Norman:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This specific book Biltmore Estate: The Most Distinguished Private
Place was vibrant and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Biltmore Estate: The Most
Distinguished Private Place has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or
Private eye Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are
usually make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book for you
personally and try to like reading that.
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