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Opera is a fragile, complex art, but it flourished extravagantly in San Francisco during the Gold Rush years,
a time when daily life in the city was filled with gambling, duels, murder, and suicide. In the history of the
United States there has never been a rougher town than Gold Rush San Francisco, yet there has never been a
greater frenzy for opera than developed there in these exciting years.

How did this madness for opera take root and grow? Why did the audience's generally drunken, brawling
behavior gradually improve? How and why did Verdi emerge as the city's favorite composer? These are the
intriguing themes of George Martin's enlightening and wonderfully entertaining story. Among the incidents
recounted are the fist fight that stopped an opera performance and ended in a fatal duel; and the brothel
madam who, by sitting in the wrong row of a theater, caused a fracas that resulted in the formation of the
Vigilantes of 1856.

Martin weaves together meticulously gathered social, political, and musical facts to create this lively cultural
history. His study contributes to a new understanding of urban culture in the Jacksonian–Manifest Destiny
eras, and of the role of opera in cities during this time, especially in the American West. Over it all soars
Verdi's somber, romantic music, capturing the melancholy, the feverish joy, and the idealism of his listeners.
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From reader reviews:

Joshua Phipps:

Here thing why that Verdi at the Golden Gate: Opera and San Francisco in the Gold Rush Years are different
and trustworthy to be yours. First of all examining a book is good but it really depends in the content of it
which is the content is as scrumptious as food or not. Verdi at the Golden Gate: Opera and San Francisco in
the Gold Rush Years giving you information deeper and different ways, you can find any e-book out there
but there is no book that similar with Verdi at the Golden Gate: Opera and San Francisco in the Gold Rush
Years. It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing this happened in
the world which is might be can be happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in
playground, café, or even in your technique home by train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the
branded book maybe the form of Verdi at the Golden Gate: Opera and San Francisco in the Gold Rush Years
in e-book can be your substitute.

Hayden Roberts:

This book untitled Verdi at the Golden Gate: Opera and San Francisco in the Gold Rush Years to be one of
several books which best seller in this year, that's because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of
benefit on it. You will easily to buy this book in the book retail store or you can order it via online. The
publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, because you can read this
book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this book from your list.

Sharon Lopez:

The guide untitled Verdi at the Golden Gate: Opera and San Francisco in the Gold Rush Years is the book
that recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to a
person. The language that publisher use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The author was did
a lot of research when write the book, and so the information that they share to you personally is absolutely
accurate. You also will get the e-book of Verdi at the Golden Gate: Opera and San Francisco in the Gold
Rush Years from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Heather Stewart:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got college students? We believe that that
problem was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby.
And also you know that little person such as reading or as studying become their hobby. You have to know
that reading is very important and book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to provide you
knowledge, except your personal teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update concerning something by
book. Numerous books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is this Verdi at the Golden
Gate: Opera and San Francisco in the Gold Rush Years.
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