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It is a classical anthropological paradox that symbols of rebirth and fertility are frequently found in funerary
rituals throughout the world. The original essays collected here re-examine this phenomenon through
insights from China, India, New Guinea, Latin America, and Africa. The contributors, each a specialist in
one of these areas, have worked in close collaboration to produce a genuinely innovative theoretical
approach to the study of the symbolism surrounding death, an outline of which is provided in an important
introduction by the editors. The major concern of the volume is the way in which funerary rituals
dramatically transform the image of life as a dialectic flux involving exchange and transaction, marriage and
procreation, into an image of a still, transcendental order in which oppositions such as those between self and
other, wife-giver and wife-taker, Brahmin and untouchable, birth and therefore death have been abolished.
This transformation often involves a general devaluation of biology, and, particularly, of sexuality, which is
contrasted with a more spiritual and controlled source of life. The role of women, who are frequently
associated with biological processes, mourning and death pollution, is often predominant in funerary rituals,
and in examining this book makes a further contribution to the understanding of the symbolism of gender.
The death rituals and the symbolism of rebirth are also analysed in the context of the political processes of
the different societies considered, and it is argued that social order and political organisation may be
legitimated through an exploitation of the emotions and biology.
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From reader reviews:

Kevin Buckley:

The book Death and the Regeneration of Life can give more knowledge and information about everything
you want. Exactly why must we leave a very important thing like a book Death and the Regeneration of
Life? Some of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim that will book can give many details for
us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or details that you
take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you can share all of these. Book Death and the
Regeneration of Life has simple shape however you know: it has great and massive function for you. You
can appearance the enormous world by start and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Kimberly Smith:

The particular book Death and the Regeneration of Life has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you make sure
to read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was written by the very famous author. The author
makes some research prior to write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you can get the point
easily after reading this article book.

Kelsey Jimenez:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, limited story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not attempting Death and the Regeneration of
Life that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading habit all over the
world can be said as the way for people to know world a great deal better then how they react in the direction
of the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky person but for all of
you who wants to always be success person. So , for every you who want to start studying as your good
habit, it is possible to pick Death and the Regeneration of Life become your own personal starter.

David Fulton:

Some individuals said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a book. They are directly felt the item
when they get a half parts of the book. You can choose the book Death and the Regeneration of Life to make
your personal reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading skill is developing when you like reading.
Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the sensation about book and looking at
especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to wide open a book and learn it. Beside that the guide
Death and the Regeneration of Life can to be your new friend when you're feel alone and confuse with what
must you're doing of the time.
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