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Both a political history and a moral critique of the twentieth century, this is a personal and impassioned book
from one of Europe's most outstanding intellectuals. Identifying totalitarianism as the major innovation of
the twentieth century, Tzvetan Todorov examines the struggle between this system and democracy and its
effects on human life and consciousness.

Totalitarianism managed to impose itself because, more than any other political system, it played on people's
need for the absolute: it fed their hope to endow life with meaning by taking part in the construction of a
paradise on earth. As a result, millions of people lost their lives in the name of a higher good. While
democracy eventually won the struggle against totalitarianism in much of the world, democracy itself is not
immune to the pitfall of do-goodery: moral correctness at home and atomic or "humanitarian" bombs abroad.

Todorov explores the history of the past century not only by analyzing its spectacular political conflicts but
also by offering moving profiles of several individuals who, at great personal cost, resisted the strictures of
the communist and Nazi regimes. Some--Margarete Buber-Neumann, David Rousset, Primo Levi, and
Germaine Tillion--were deported to concentration camps. Others--Vasily Grossman and Romain Gary--
fought courageously in World War II. All became exemplary witnesses who described with great lucidity
and humanity what they had endured.

This book preserves the memory of the past as we move into the twenty-first century--arguing eloquently
that we must place the past at the service of a just future.
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From reader reviews:

David Crockett:

Within other case, little men and women like to read book Hope and Memory: Lessons from the Twentieth
Century. You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. Provided that we know about how
is important a new book Hope and Memory: Lessons from the Twentieth Century. You can add
understanding and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from
book you can learn everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple
point until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, you can open a book or maybe searching by
internet product. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's go
through.

Frances Heath:

The reserve with title Hope and Memory: Lessons from the Twentieth Century has lot of information that
you can study it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This specific book exist new knowledge the
information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world today. That is important to
yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you within new era of
the internationalization. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere
you want.

Lewis Skinner:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside along with friends, fun activity having family or
just watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading through a
book. Ugh, do you think reading a book can actually hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It
okay you can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Hope and Memory:
Lessons from the Twentieth Century which is finding the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's notice.

Debbie Gagnon:

Is it a person who having spare time after that spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or
just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Hope and Memory: Lessons from the
Twentieth Century can be the reply, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are so out of date,
spending your extra time by reading in this new era is common not a geek activity. So what these textbooks
have than the others?
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