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The Tazza Farnese is one of the most admired objects from classical antiquity. A libation bowl carved from
banded agate, it features Medusa's head on its outside and, inside, an assembly of Egyptian gods. For more
than two millennia, these radiant figures have mesmerized emperors and artists, popes and thieves,
merchants and museum goers. In this, the first book-length account of this renowned masterpiece, Marina
Belozerskaya traces its fascinating journey through history. That it has survived at all isamiracle.

The Tazzd's origins date back to Ptolemaic Egypt where it likely enhanced the power and prestige of
Cleopatra. After her defeat by Emperor Augustus, the bowl began an amazing itinerary along many
flashpointsin world history. It likely traveled from Rome to Constantinople. After that city's sack by
crusadersin 1204, it returned west to inspire the classical revival at the court of Holy Roman Emperor
Frederick Il at Palermo. The Tazza next graced Tamerlane's court at Samargand, before becoming an
obsession of Renaissance popes and princes. It witnessed the rediscovery of Pompeii and Herculaneum, the
turbulent aftermath of the French Revolution, and the birth of the modern Italian state.

Throughout its journey, the Tazza aroused the lust of Greek, Roman, Byzantine, and Mongol rulers, consoled
a heart-broken duchess, inspired artists including Botticelli and Raphael, tempted spies and thieves, and drew
the ire of a deranged museum guard who nearly destroyed it. More than a biography of the world's most
cherished bowl, Medusa's Gaze is avivid and delightful voyage through history.
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From reader reviews:
Carissa Taylor:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive currently,
people have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place
and natice by means of surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the idea for a
whileisreading. That's why, by reading areserve your ability to survive raise then having chance to stand
than other is high. To suit your needs who want to start reading a book, we give you that Medusa's Gaze: The
Extraordinary Journey of the Tazza Farnese book as basic and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is
more than just a book.

Vincenza Nagel:

Reading a publication can be one of alot of action that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are alot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a book will give you alot of new
information. When you read a publication you will get new information due to the fact book is one of several
ways to share the information as well as their idea. Second, examining a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you looking at a book especialy hype book the author will bring you to imagine the story
how the characters do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to others. When you read this
Medusa's Gaze: The Extraordinary Journey of the Tazza Farnese, you are able to tells your family, friends as
well as soon about yours publication. Y our knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a
publication.

Edward Orr:

Spent afree time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their free time with their family, or their
particular friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic
inside the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to
fill your free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book is usually option to fill your no cost time/ holiday. The
first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to try out look for
book, may be the reserve untitled Medusa's Gaze: The Extraordinary Journey of the Tazza Farnese can be
fine book to read. May beit isusually best activity to you.

Rebecca M uldoon:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got scholars? We believe that that issue
was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And you know
that little person similar to reading or as reading become their hobby. Y ou need to understand that reading is
very important and also book as to be the thing. Book isimportant thing to provide you knowledge, except
your teacher or lecturer. Y ou find good news or update about something by book. Amount types of books
that can you go onto be your object. One of them are these claims Medusa's Gaze: The Extraordinary



Journey of the Tazza Farnese.
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