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The Russian Empire presented itself to its subjects and the world as an Orthodox state, a patron and defender
of Eastern Christianity. Yet the tsarist regime also lauded itself for granting religious freedoms to its many
heterodox subjects, making 'religious toleration' a core attribute of the state's identity. The Tsar's Foreign
Faiths shows that the resulting tensions between the autocracy's commitments to Orthodoxy and its claims to
toleration became a defining feature of the empire's religious order.

In this panoramic account, Paul W. Werth explores the scope and character of religious freedom for Russia's
diverse non-Orthodox religions, from Lutheranism and Catholicism to Islam and Buddhism. Considering
both rhetoric and practice, he examines discourses of religious toleration and the role of confessional
institutions in the empire's governance. He reveals the paradoxical status of Russia's heterodox faiths as both
established and 'foreign', and explains the dynamics that shaped the fate of newer conceptions of religious
liberty after the mid-nineteenth century. If intellectual change and the shifting character of religious life in
Russia gradually pushed the regime towards the acceptance of freedom of conscience, then statesmen's
nationalist sentiments and their fears of 'politicized' religion impeded this development. Russia's religious
order thus remained beset by contradiction on the eve of the Great War. Based on archival research in five
countries and a vast scholarly literature, The Tsar's Foreign Faiths represents a major contribution to the
history of empire and religion in Russia, and to the study of toleration and religious diversity in Europe.
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From reader reviews:

Gary McKinney:

Book is definitely written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can understand everything you want
by a book. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important point to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A book The Tsar's Foreign Faiths: Toleration and
the Fate of Religious Freedom in Imperial Russia (Oxford Studies in Modern European History) will make
you to always be smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about everything. But some of
you think this open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they could be
thought like that? Have you in search of best book or ideal book with you?

Carl Vincent:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the concept The Tsar's
Foreign Faiths: Toleration and the Fate of Religious Freedom in Imperial Russia (Oxford Studies in Modern
European History) suitable to you? The actual book was written by renowned writer in this era. The book
untitled The Tsar's Foreign Faiths: Toleration and the Fate of Religious Freedom in Imperial Russia (Oxford
Studies in Modern European History)is the main of several books which everyone read now. This kind of
book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this book you will enter the new age that you
ever know just before. The author explained their thought in the simple way, consequently all of people can
easily to comprehend the core of this e-book. This book will give you a lots of information about this world
now. So you can see the represented of the world within this book.

Nicholas Sheen:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world could share their
idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their own reader with their story
as well as their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the
ability about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids,
there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve their ability
in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write on their book. One of them is this The Tsar's
Foreign Faiths: Toleration and the Fate of Religious Freedom in Imperial Russia (Oxford Studies in Modern
European History).

Michael Sweet:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the time or they will get
lot of stress from both everyday life and work. So , once we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not really a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity do you
possess when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you



ever try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the book
you have read will be The Tsar's Foreign Faiths: Toleration and the Fate of Religious Freedom in Imperial
Russia (Oxford Studies in Modern European History).
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