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Shakespeare never set a play in his own Elizabethan London. From the castle in Elsinore where Hamlet
avenges his father’s death to Cleopatra’s Alexandria at the height of the Roman Empire to the seaport town
in Cyprus where we await the arrival of Othello, each of Shakespeare’s plays is set in a time or space remote
from his primary audience. Why is this? How much did the Bard and his contemporaries know about the
foreign lands his characters often inhabit? What expectations did an audience have if the curtains rose on a
play which claimed to take place in ancient Troy or the Pyrenean kingdom of Navarre in northern Spain?
           
Mapping Shakespeare’s World explores these questions with surprising results. It has often been said that
setting is irrelevant to Shakespeare’s plays—that, wherever they are set, their enduring appeal lies in their
ability to speak to broad questions of human nature. Peter Whitfield shows that, on the contrary, many of
Shakespeare’s locations were carefully chosen for their ability to convey subtle meanings an Elizabethan
audience would have picked up on and understood. Through the use of paintings, drawings, contemporary
maps and geographical texts, Whitfield suggests answers to such questions as where Illyria was located, why
The Merry Wives of Windsor could only have taken place in Windsor, and how two utterly different
comedies—The Comedy of Errors and Pericles, Prince of Tyre—both came to take place in ancient Ephesus.
           
Just when one might think there was nothing more to be said about Shakespeare, with Mapping
Shakespeare’s World, Whitfield offers a fascinating new point of view.
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From reader reviews:

Ethan Scott:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what yours problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy person? If you don't
have spare time to try and do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have
time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question
because just their can do that will. It said that about publication. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is
suitable. Because start from on guardería until university need this Mapping Shakespeare's World to read.

Teresa Vanhook:

This Mapping Shakespeare's World book is not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands.
The benefit you receive by reading this book is information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get
data which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you will get. This kind of Mapping Shakespeare's
World without we know teach the one who reading through it become critical in imagining and analyzing.
Don't always be worry Mapping Shakespeare's World can bring if you are and not make your tote space or
bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even cellphone. This Mapping
Shakespeare's World having excellent arrangement in word and layout, so you will not feel uninterested in
reading.

Antonia Parham:

The particular book Mapping Shakespeare's World has a lot associated with on it. So when you check out
this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was authored by the very famous author. The author makes
some research before write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily
after reading this book.

Earl Wright:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you could have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition details. Even you love Mapping Shakespeare's World, you are able
to enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can
occur its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.
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