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What is the connection between May Day and the Statue of Liberty? Between ancient solstice fires and
Fourth of July fireworks? Between St. Valentine, the Groundhog, and the Virgin Mary? Why do people
behave so bawdily during Mardi Gras? How has the significance and celebration of Christmas changed over
the centuries?
In The Book of the Year, Anthony Aveni offers fascinating answers to these questions and explains the many
ways humans throughout time have tried to order and give meaning to time's passing. Aveni traces the
origins of modern customs tied to seasonal holidays, exploring what we eat (the egg at Easter, chocolate on
St. Valentine's Day), the games we play (bobbing for apples on Halloween, football on Thanksgiving), the
rituals we perform (dancing around the Maypole, making New Year's resolutions), and the colorful cast of
characters we invent to dramatize holidays (Santa Claus, the Easter Bunny, the witches and goblins of
Halloween). Along the way, Aveni illuminates everything from the Jack 'O Lantern and our faith in the
predictive power of animals to the ways in which Labor Day reflects the great medieval "time wars," when
the newly invented clock first pitted labor against management. The calendar and its holidays, Aveni writes,
function as "a kind of metronome that keeps the beat of human activity tuned to the manifold overlapping
cycles of life," to the ebb and flow of birth, growth, decay, and death.
Vividly written, filled with facts both curious and astonishing, this engrossing book allows us to hear that
beat more clearly and to understand more fully the rhythms we all dance to throughout the year.
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From reader reviews:

Edward Salls:

Here thing why this The Book of the Year: A Brief History of Our Seasonal Holidays are different and
dependable to be yours. First of all examining a book is good however it depends in the content of computer
which is the content is as delightful as food or not. The Book of the Year: A Brief History of Our Seasonal
Holidays giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no
publication that similar with The Book of the Year: A Brief History of Our Seasonal Holidays. It gives you
thrill reading through journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing that will happened in the
world which is maybe can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in area, café, or even
in your technique home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the
form of The Book of the Year: A Brief History of Our Seasonal Holidays in e-book can be your substitute.

Leona Ferretti:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading
addiction give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular
information inside the book that improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on
what kind of reserve you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with education books but if you want
feel happy read one together with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Often the The Book of
the Year: A Brief History of Our Seasonal Holidays is kind of book which is giving the reader unpredictable
experience.

Leo Osborne:

This The Book of the Year: A Brief History of Our Seasonal Holidays are reliable for you who want to be
considered a successful person, why. The reason of this The Book of the Year: A Brief History of Our
Seasonal Holidays can be one of many great books you must have is actually giving you more than just
simple examining food but feed anyone with information that probably will shock your prior knowledge.
This book is actually handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions in e-book and
printed kinds. Beside that this The Book of the Year: A Brief History of Our Seasonal Holidays forcing you
to have an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we know
it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

David Carson:

As a college student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library as well
as to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's heart or real
their leisure activity. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to presently
there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and also can't see
colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we



know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, many ways to
reach Chinese's country. So , this The Book of the Year: A Brief History of Our Seasonal Holidays can make
you experience more interested to read.
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