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A Traditional Fairy Tale

Beauty and the Beast

By Madame Gabrielle de Villeneuve

Beauty and the Beast (French: La Belle et la Bete) is a traditional fairy tale written by French novelist
Gabrielle-Suzanne Barbot de Villeneuve and published in 1740 in La Jeune Americaine et les contes marins.
Her lengthy version was abridged, rewritten, and published by Jeanne-Marie Leprince de Beaumont in 1756
in Magasin des enfants to produce the version most commonly retold.

Variants of the tale are known across Europe. In France, for example, Zemire et Azor is an operatic version
of the story, written by Marmontel and composed by Gretry in 1771, which had enormous success well into
the 19th century; it is based on the second version of the tale. Amour pour amour, by Nivelle de la Chaussee,
is a 1742 play based on Gabrielle-Suzanne Barbot de Villeneuve's version.

A wealthy, widowed merchant lives in a mansion with his six children, three sons and three daughters. All
his daughters are very beautiful, but the youngest, Beauty, is the most lovely, as well as kind, well-read and
pure of heart; while the elder sisters, in contrast, are wicked, selfish, vain and spoiled, and secretly taunt and
treat Beauty more like a servant than a sister. The merchant eventually loses all of his wealth in a tempest at
sea. He and his children are consequently forced to live in a small farmhouse and work for their living. After
some years of this, the merchant hears that one of the trade ships he had sent off has arrived back in port,
having escaped the destruction of its compatriots. He returns to the city to discover whether it contains
anything valuable. Before leaving, he asks his children if they wish for him to bring any gifts back for them.
The sons ask for weaponry and horses to hunt with, whereas his oldest daughters ask for clothing, jewels and
the finest dresses possible, thinking his wealth has returned. Beauty is satisfied with the promise of a rose, as
none grow in their part of the country. The merchant, to his dismay, finds that his ship's cargo has been
seized to pay his debts, leaving him without money to buy his children their presents.
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From reader reviews:

Anthony Pisano:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to learn everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or maybe goal; it means that guide
has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They can be reading
whatever they consider because their hobby is usually reading a book. Why not the person who don't like
examining a book? Sometime, person feel need book once they found difficult problem or maybe exercise.
Well, probably you should have this Beauty and the Beast.

Angela Heller:

The book Beauty and the Beast make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable
considerably more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting pressure or having big
problem with your subject. If you can make reading through a book Beauty and the Beast for being your
habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about
many or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like open up and read a publication Beauty and
the Beast. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do
you think about this reserve?

Pamela Eckert:

Here thing why this particular Beauty and the Beast are different and reputable to be yours. First of all
examining a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content of the usb ports which is the content is as
tasty as food or not. Beauty and the Beast giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find
any publication out there but there is no guide that similar with Beauty and the Beast. It gives you thrill
studying journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is
probably can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in
your means home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of
Beauty and the Beast in e-book can be your alternative.

Gary Lund:

Is it you actually who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by simply watching television
programs or just lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Beauty and the Beast can be the
answer, oh how comes? A book you know. You are so out of date, spending your extra time by reading in
this fresh era is common not a geek activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?
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