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City of Extremes is a powerful critique of urban development in greater Johannesburg since the end of
apartheid in 1994. Martin J. Murray describes how a loose alliance of city builders—including real estate
developers, large-scale property owners, municipal officials, and security specialists—has sought to remake
Johannesburg in the upbeat image of a world-class city. By creating new sites of sequestered luxury catering
to the comfort, safety, and security of affluent urban residents, they have produced a new spatial dynamic of
social exclusion, effectively barricading the mostly black urban poor from full participation in the
mainstream of urban life. This partitioning of the cityscape is enabled by an urban planning environment of
limited regulation or intervention into the prerogatives of real estate capital.

Combining insights from urban studies, cultural geography, and urban sociology with extensive research in
South Africa, Murray reflects on the implications of Johannesburg’s dual character as a city of fortified
enclaves that proudly displays the ostentatious symbols of global integration and the celebrated “enterprise
culture” of neoliberal design, and as the “miasmal city” composed of residual, peripheral, and stigmatized
zones characterized by signs of a new kind of marginality. He suggests that the “global cities” paradigm is
inadequate to understanding the historical specificity of cities in the Global South, including the colonial
mining town turned postcolonial megacity of Johannesburg.
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From reader reviews:

Denise Niemi:

The book City of Extremes: The Spatial Politics of Johannesburg (Politics, History, and Culture) can give
more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. So just why must we
leave the best thing like a book City of Extremes: The Spatial Politics of Johannesburg (Politics, History, and
Culture)? Some of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim this book can give many details for
us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or data that you
take for that, you could give for each other; you may share all of these. Book City of Extremes: The Spatial
Politics of Johannesburg (Politics, History, and Culture) has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great
and massive function for you. You can appear the enormous world by wide open and read a guide. So it is
very wonderful.

Tammy Jones:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice
simply by surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated this for a while is reading.
Sure, by reading a e-book your ability to survive increase then having chance to remain than other is high.
For you personally who want to start reading the book, we give you this City of Extremes: The Spatial
Politics of Johannesburg (Politics, History, and Culture) book as starter and daily reading reserve. Why,
because this book is usually more than just a book.

Therese Webb:

This City of Extremes: The Spatial Politics of Johannesburg (Politics, History, and Culture) usually are
reliable for you who want to be described as a successful person, why. The explanation of this City of
Extremes: The Spatial Politics of Johannesburg (Politics, History, and Culture) can be one of many great
books you must have is giving you more than just simple studying food but feed you with information that
probably will shock your before knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it everywhere and
whenever your conditions at e-book and printed versions. Beside that this City of Extremes: The Spatial
Politics of Johannesburg (Politics, History, and Culture) giving you an enormous of experience like rich
vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day exercise. So , let's
have it and luxuriate in reading.

Bertha Greene:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information coming from a book. Book is published or printed or illustrated from each source in which filled
update of news. On this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for you
actually. From media social such as newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book,



new and comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to
spread out your book? Or just trying to find the City of Extremes: The Spatial Politics of Johannesburg
(Politics, History, and Culture) when you required it?
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