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In terms of style, Noh drama is the quintessence of simplicity. Performed by a handful of players, mostly
masked and using minimal props and exceedingly understated movements, this is theater pared down to its
essentials. Yet, as an art form, Noh drama is highly complex -- richly symbolic, nuanced and exquisite in its
austerity.

Since the emergence of Noh drama over six centuries ago, the masks worn by the actors have been integral
to the work. A Noh mask, with its subtle fusion of the real and the imaginary, is a beautiful object; but it only
comes fully to life when a talented actor is able to transcend the mask's unchanging expression and convey a
wide range of emotions.

In recent years, Noh drama has seen a resurgence in prestige and popularity, both in Japan and abroad.
Today, the masks worn by most Noh thespians are either old, passed down from generation to generation
within a particular school of acting, or the work of an artist who specializes in this craft. Only one Noh
master-actor continues to make masks in addition to teaching, writing and performing. Michishige Udaka is a
shite-kata (lead and producer), with a career spanning almost 50 years. As an actor and playwright, he is able
to bring to the task of mask-making a deep understanding both of the character the mask represents and of
the actor's intentions while playing that role. These insights have enabled Udaka to add greater dimension to
his own performances.

The Secrets of Noh Masks presents 32 pieces, a representative sample of the more than 200 produced to date
by the author. Every one has passed the ultimate test -- use in actual performances -- and may be seen on
stage today. The stunning photos are accompanied by captions and essays about the history of Noh, its
performance style, mask-making philosophy and techniques. There is also an index listing each mask with a
thumbnail sketch.

Those who know little of this ancient dramatic form, might assume that Noh masks lack expression. But the
images showcased in this volume reveal an emotional depth and humanity that is as powerful in the 21st
century as it was over 600 years ago.
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From reader reviews:

Lee Parkin:

Within other case, little people like to read book The Secrets of Noh Masks. You can choose the best book if
you'd prefer reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important some sort of book The Secrets of
Noh Masks. You can add expertise and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right,
mainly because from book you can understand everything! From your country right up until foreign or
abroad you will be known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era,
we could open a book or even searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you
feel weary to go to the library. Let's go through.

Gail Brasfield:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the title The Secrets of Noh
Masks suitable to you? The actual book was written by popular writer in this era. Often the book untitled The
Secrets of Noh Masksis the one of several books which everyone read now. This book was inspired a number
of people in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know
before. The author explained their plan in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to know the core of
this publication. This book will give you a great deal of information about this world now. So that you can
see the represented of the world with this book.

Robert Williams:

Exactly why? Because this The Secrets of Noh Masks is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide
waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will distress you with the secret that inside. Reading this book
close to it was fantastic author who have write the book in such remarkable way makes the content interior
easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you for
not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of
positive aspects than the other book include such as help improving your expertise and your critical thinking
approach. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Diana Johnson:

Reading a book to get new life style in this year; every people loves to learn a book. When you learn a book
you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, because
book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that you
have read. If you would like get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, as well as soon. The The
Secrets of Noh Masks offer you a new experience in examining a book.
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