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Mill took many elements of his version of utilitarianism from Jeremy Bentham, the great nineteenth-century
legal reformer, who along with William Paley were the two most influential English utilitarians prior to Mill.
Like Bentham, Mill believed that happiness (or pleasure, which both Bentham and Mill equated with
happiness) was the only thing humans do and should desire for its own sake. Since happiness is the only
intrinsic good, and since more happiness is preferable to less, the goal of the ethical life is maximize
happiness. This is what Bentham and Mill call "the principle of utility" or "the greatest-happiness principle."
Both Bentham and Mill thus endorse "classical" or "hedonistic" forms of utilitarianism. More recent
utilitarians often deny that happiness is the sole intrinsic good, arguing that a variety of values and
consequences should be considered in ethical decision making.

Although Mill agreed with Bentham about many of the foundational principles of ethics, he also had some
major disagreements. In particular, Mill tried to develop a more refined form of utilitarianism that would
harmonize better with ordinary morality and highlight the importance in the ethical life of intellectual
pleasures, self-development, high ideals of character, and conventional moral rules.

In Chapter 1, titled "General Remarks," Mill notes that there has been little progress in ethics. Since the
beginning of philosophy, the same issues have been debated over and over again, and philosophers continue
to disagree sharply over the basic starting points of ethics. Mill argues that these philosophical disputes have
not seriously damaged popular morality, largely because conventional morality is substantially, though
implicitly, utilitarian. He concludes the chapter by noting that he will not attempt to give a strict "proof" of
the greatest-happiness principle. Like Bentham, Mill believed that ultimate ends and first principles cannot
be demonstrated, since they lie at the foundation of everything else that we know and believe. Nevertheless,
he claims, "considerations may be presented capable of determining the intellect," which amount to
something close to a proof of the principle of utility.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Sims:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yep, you
can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to take a go
walking, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book entitled
Utilitarianism? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You already know beside you can spend your
time with your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have
various other opinion?

Ginger Beals:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As
you may know that book is very important for all of us. The book Utilitarianism had been making you to
know about other understanding and of course you can take more information. It is extremely advantages for
you. The e-book Utilitarianism is not only giving you a lot more new information but also to become your
friend when you feel bored. You can spend your spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship
with the book Utilitarianism. You never truly feel lose out for everything should you read some books.

Ilene Cody:

Reading a book to get new life style in this year; every people loves to learn a book. When you examine a
book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge,
mainly because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds
of book that you have read. If you want to get information about your examine, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these us novel, comics, and
also soon. The Utilitarianism will give you new experience in looking at a book.

Thelma Davis:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is created or printed or outlined from each source in which filled update of news.
Within this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social
like newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just looking for the
Utilitarianism when you desired it?
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